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The House of Representatives 

Section Objective:  To understand the structure of the House of Representatives

A. Size and Terms

1.  
2. The total number of seats is apportioned among the  HOR on the basis of their respective populations.

3. No limit exist on the number of terms representatives may serve

B. Reapportionment

1. Reapportionment is a redistribution of the seats in the House as a result of the decennial census.

C. Congressional Elections

1. Date-Congressional elections are held on the Tuesday following the first Monday in November of each even-numbered year.

2. Off-Year Elections-

3. Districts

-Members of the House are chosen by the voters in geographical districts in their States; districts are drawn by State legislatures

-All seats in the House are filled from single-member districts, in which the voters in each district are able to elect one of the State’s representatives from among a field of candidates running in that district.

4. Gerrymandering-
D. Wesberry v. Sanders, 1964

1. For many years, rural congressional districts with few people were overrepresented in the House, at the expense of urban and suburban districts.

2. The Supreme Court in the 1964 case, Wesburry v. Sanders, held that sections of States may not be over- or underrepresented in ___________, upholding the principle that one person’s vote should be worth as much as another’s.

E. Qualifications for House Members

1. Members of the House must be at least _______ years of age, have been a citizen for at least seven years, and must be an inhabitant of the State he or she represents.

2. The House judges the acceptability of individual members and may vote to censure or remove members.

3. The Supreme Court, in ____________ v.____________ (1969), ruled that the House may not exclude any member-elect who meets the constitution’s requirements.  

