Macbeth Journals
Choose two from the following prompts to complete journals #11 and #12
Morality

· The philosopher Emmanuel Kant said, “Morality is not properly the doctrine of how we may make ourselves happy, but how we may make ourselves worthy of happiness.” That idea certainly applies to Macbeth and Lady Macbeth: their lack of morality leads to their unhappiness. Do you think a person can lack virtue and still find happiness? Explain.

Symbols
· Almost all the scenes that recur to memory in this play take place either at night or in some dark spot. How is Macbeth a preoccupation of the fears and tensions of darkness? Is there any color in the play?

· Shakespeare uses the word “blood” well over a hundred times in Macbeth. What do you think blood symbolizes?

· What is sleep? Why is Macbeth the murderer of sleep and why will Macbeth “sleep no more”? What does sleep symbolize in the play?

· What other symbols have you noticed that are at work in this play?

Lady Macduff
· Lady Macduff only makes a brief appearance in the play, and yet she is given some important lines, and is a striking foil to Lady Macbeth (as Macduff is to Macbeth). 

· In response to Macduff’s having fled to England, she says, “All is the fear, and nothing is the love,/As little is the wisdom, where the flight/So runs against all reason” (4. 2. 8-16). How do these words provide commentary and a different perspective on the entire play?

· Later, when she is warned that her life is in danger and that she should flee, she asks, “Whither should I fly? / I have done no harm. But I remember now / I am in this earthly world, where to do harm/Is often laudable (praised), to do good sometime/Accounted dangerous folly” (4. 2. 72-5). Explain and evaluate her statement. 

· How does her view fit into the broader themes of the play? Do you agree with her? Explain. 

The Classic Tragedy/Tragic Hero

· Aristotle defined a classical tragedy as being made up of elevated characters, one of whom will rise as a hero, but he will eventually fall; this fall will be due to a character defect, or a tragic flaw. The hero recognizes his mistake, but it’s too late to change the chain of events. Finally, the tragic hero suffers immensely but meets his end with dignity.

· To what extent does Macbeth the play fit the definition of a classical tragedy? To what extent does Macbeth the character fit the classic definition of a tragic hero: 
Modern-Day Macbeth

· Though Macbeth takes place in Scotland nearly a thousand years ago, many of the themes are still relevant today. People are still ambitious; people still commit crimes to get what they want; people are still tortured by their consciences; the health of society is still affected by the health of the individuals, and so forth. 

· Consider and describe how the essential plot line, character types, emotions, and motivations of Macbeth, might remain the same but be reset into more familiar and contemporary surroundings. 
