Consolidation of the Nation States

Idea of Nation State

Before 1860, there were only two prominent nation states (England, France).

· Spain was suffering internal turmoil.

· Portugal, Switzerland, Netherlands, Scandinavian countries were small and peripheral.

But the nation state idea became prominent from 1860-1870→all over the world.

What made a nation state?

1. Supreme political authority somehow rests upon and represents the will and feeling of the inhabitants.
2. Must be one people... not a random swarm of human beings.

3. Most people have a sense of belonging, of being part of the society.

4. Sense that government is their own. Outsiders=foreigners.

5. Usually share same speech.

6. Belief in common descent or origins of themselves, even if those ideas are wrong.

7. Common history, religion, external menace.

Once this feeling is formed (and it may be done many ways), feel a collective sense of destiny.

In the 19th century, governments found that they could not effectively rule or develop full powers of state unless they could enlist this sense of membership by the majority of the citizens and cater to it.

Tended to do this in two ways:

1. Morally and physically meant the creation of new ties between government and the governed.

2. Admission of more people to political participation and the creation of extensive liberties and representative institutions.

But many of these new nationalistic feelings were best stimulated by wars with other nations, creating feelings of “us” against “them” which was very effective.
Many wars:

· Crimean War 1854

· Italian War 1859

· Danish War 1864

· Austro/Prussian War 1866

· The American Civil War 1861

· Franco-Prussian War 1870

After 1871, no wars will occur in Europe for 43 years. 

But then the BIG ONE, the WAR TO END ALL WARS (1914)! And there goes European power!
