The United States Since 1992
New Patterns of Immigration and Ethnicity – The Immigration Reform Act of 1965 eliminated quotas based on national origin.  New immigrants came in large numbers from Asia and Latin America.
Election of 1992. Gov. Bill Clinton of Arkansas defeated George Bush and Ross

Perot after economic pressures caused Pres. Bush to raise taxes. Clinton’s campaign

focused on economic issues (“It’s the economy, stupid!”)

Somali intervention, 1992. U.S. troops attempted to provide food relief and

stabilize the political situation, but left after a number of soldiers were killed.

Because of this setback, the U.S. provided no assistance when over 1 million

Rwandans were murdered in 1994.

Yugoslavia intervention. Ethnic strife in Yugoslavia resulted in bloodshed after

Bosnia and Croatia declared their independence in 1991. Serbian leader Milosevic

urged Serbs in the region to fight other groups. U.S. and NATO forces used air

strikes to force Serbia to withdraw from the region of Kosovo in 1999.

NAFTA, 1993—North American Free Trade Agreement reduced tariffs between

Canada, the U.S. and Mexico.
Welfare Reform Bill (1996) – Signed by Clinton, it ended the guarantee of assistance to families with dependent children and shifted the bulk of welfare payments away from those without jobs toward low-wage workers.

Clinton Impeachment Crisis—Investigations by Special Prosecutor Kenneth Starr

into Clinton financial improprieties led him in 1998 to interview Monica Lewinsky, a

21-year old White House intern about a sexual affair with the President. Clinton was

later impeached by the House for lying to a grand jury, suborning perjury, and

leading a cover-up. In January 1999 Clinton was acquitted of all charges by the

Senate.

Election of 2000. Vice-president Al Gore defeated Governor George W. Bush of

Texas by over 500,000 popular votes, but lost by 300 votes (out of 6 million cast) in

Florida, whose 25 electoral votes would prove decisive. In Bush v. Gore, the

Supreme Court voted 5-4 not to manually recount the ballots and Bush was elected

president by the Electoral College.

September 11, 2001—Al Qaeda terrorists financed by Osama Bin Laden led four

suicide attacks by planes (two destroying the World Trade Center in New York, one

crashing into the Pentagon, and a fourth crashing in Pennsylvania) that killed over

3000 Americans and caused a financial slump.

Afghanistan offensive, October 2001. Air attacks and a U.S. invasion toppled the

repressive Taliban regime which had sheltered Bin Laden. The U.S. began a military

presence there that continues today.

Iraqi invasion, March 2003. Hoping for regime change in Iraq and contending that

the Iraqis were hiding weapons of mass destruction, the U.S. led an air and land

invasion of Iraq, despite lack of support from the United Nations or many of the

nations in the Desert Storm coalition. After two months, Saddam’s regime had

collapsed and the U.S. began what appears to be a long, costly occupation of the

nation.
