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The person you are addressing (in this case, me)

14901 South Inglewood Ave.
Lawndale, Ca  90260

August 29, 2011
Your Name

Number and Street

City, State   Zip Code

Dear Students,
I would like to begin by welcoming you into this classroom.  I am very excited to be working with all of you this semester and look forward to seeing you grow and develop as readers, writers and as individuals.  This semester we will be reading a variety of texts that focus on important social issues.  As a class we will be analyzing these issues from both academic and personal perspectives.  I want all of you to be able to look at issues surrounding identity, literacy and media critically so that you may begin to discover how individual persons can bring out change in our society.  We will also be working very hard to meet the state reading and writing standards.  I have high expectations for all of you and I promise that I will do everything I can to help you reach those expectations.  If you are willing to consistently make an effort, I will not let you fail.  

Before we start, I would like to introduce myself personally.  My full name is Danielle Stronks and I will be your English teacher this year.  I was born and raised in Hawthorne, California and obtained my Bachelor’s Degree from Cal State Dominguez Hills.  In June of 2009 I earned my teaching credential from CSUDH and Master’s Degree in Organizational Leadership from Azusa Pacific.  Throughout the years, I have worked as a soccer coach, teacher, and respite provider for children with autism.  This is my third year as an English Teacher at Lawndale High School, but I have been subbing in the district for the last 7 years.  I have lived in Canada, Spain and Chile. I played both soccer and softball all throughout high school and college. I still enjoy being active and some of my hobbies include: running, surfing, snowboarding, and kayaking.  In my free time I enjoy dancing, reading, concerts, museums, traveling and spending time with my family and friends. 

In order for me to get to know you better, your first assignment is to write me a letter describing yourself and your goals for this year and beyond.  Using the format of this letter as a model, write a five paragraph letter, typed.  This will be one of the most important pieces that you will write this year.  At the end of the semester we will revisit your goals and reflect on how you have accomplished or worked towards them.

In your first paragraph, please briefly introduce yourself.  You may want to discuss your family, your hobbies, your favorite authors and/or musicians, or your culture.  In your second paragraph, explain your goals for this class.  What strengths do you have that will help you in an English class?  For example, you may work well with others, love to read independently, write in a journal, or like to debate about interesting issues.  In addition to your strengths, please discuss the writing, reading and speaking skills that you want to develop.  Writing skills might include grammar, spelling, punctuation or organization.  Reading skills might include understanding vocabulary, summarizing a story, analyzing a story, reading aloud or reading under a deadline.  Speaking skills might include presenting a report to class, speaking loudly, clearly, and with confidence and without fidgeting.  Explain what English skills you hope to improve by the end of the year.

In your third paragraph, explain your goals for high school.  What activities or clubs would you like to take part in?  What classes do you hope to take?  Discuss what you want to accomplish or learn in the next four years.  This might include meeting new people, developing your ball skills, and/or getting a certain grade point average.  In your fourth paragraph, explain your goals for life beyond high school.  You may write about anything that you hope to accomplish in life such as the kind of family, job, car or house you would like to have.  Write about the college you would like to attend or places that you dream of traveling to.

Finally, in the fifth paragraph explain what steps you will need to take in order to reach these goals.  Be as specific as possible.  If you plan to be a rich doctor with a happy family and a fancy car, explain what skills you might need to strengthen now, what classes will be important to you, what colleges you might begin looking at, etc.  I know it seems like light years away…but don’t forget that each step toward your goals is equally important and that colleges look at your freshman and sophomore year grades!  Think about the quote at the top of the page.  Set your goals high!  You have nothing to lose.  

Sincerely, 

Miss Stronks

English Teacher

Lawndale High School

