All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Marie Remarque          

Notes and Significant Passages Chapter Four

Review: 
What did Kat argue about power in his long speech (see pages 43 bottom -44)?
Can you sum it up in two or three sentences?
Important Vocabulary


lorry/lorries



wiring fatigue



artillery



gun emplacements



batteries



coal boxes



heavies



nose cap


splinter



French rockets with parachutes



bombardment



an attack

Why were horses used during WWI?
(Hint: see page 57.)

Significant Passages


1. “To me the front is a mysterious whirlpool. Though I am in still water far away from its centre, I feel the whirl of the vortex sucking me slowly, irresistibly, inescapably into itself” (55).

2. “To no man does the earth mean so much as to the soldier. When he presses himself down upon her long and powerfully, when he buries his face and limbs deep in her from the fear of death by shell-fire, then she is his only friend, his brother, his mother; he stifles his terror and cries in her silence and her security" (55).

3. “We march up, moody or good-tempered soldiers—we reach the zone where the front begins and become on the instant human animals” (56).


4. “The dark goes mad. It heaves and raves. Darkness blacker than the night rush on us with giant strides, over us and away. The flames of the explosions light up the graveyard” (66).

5. “There is no escape anywhere. By the light of the shells I try to get a view of the fields. They are a surging sea, daggers of flame from the explosions leap like fountains” (66).


6. “The gas still creeps over the ground and sinks into all hollows. Like a big, soft jelly-fish it floats into our shell-hole and lolls there obscenely" (69).

7. “Monotonously the lorries sway, monotonously come the calls, monotonously falls the rain. It falls on our heads and on the heads of the dead up in the line, on the body of the little recruit with the wound that is so much too big for his hip; it falls on Kemmerich’s grave; it falls in our hearts” (74).

Reflection: What was the purpose of the scene with the wounded horses? Remarque was making an oblique argument. What was it?

military installation consisting of a prepared position for siting a weapon





an organized group of artillery pieces








In all these passages, Remarque uses a metaphor to help the reader understand the experience of war—of being up at the front lines. A metaphor is a way of describing something by comparing it to something else. 


Directions: You need to �1. identify the metaphor and explain what is being compared


2. explain what using this metaphor allows Remarque to explain


3. make an assertion that begins like this, “Remarque compares  ________ to ______, in order to help the reader understand that……….”
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