Book Report Requirements

Independent reading is very important in our development as individuals.  Book reports are a way for students to demonstrate that they are reading and that they are being thoughtful about what they read.  There are some simple requirements for your next book report.

1. Choose a book on your level—one that is not too hard or too easy for you.

2. Choose a book that is interesting to you.

3. Choose a book that has a plot to it.  It should be a book of fiction that has a story throughout, not a collection of stories.

4. You are responsible for finding your own books.  You may use books from home, the Hawthorne Library, or any other public library, or a bookstore like Borders.

5. Your book needs to be approved by the teacher.  Bring it in and show it to me.
6. You need to read two to four books (200 pages minimum) by the end of the semester.
7.  The due dates for your reports are: First book report—due October 30-31, 2007
Second book report---due November 29-30, 2007.

Third book report---due December 19-20, 2007

Fourth book report---due January 24-25, 2008
8. Your book report will consist of four components (25 points for each component).  Be sure to title each component appropriately and to include a cover page with your book report, using normal Times New Roman or Ariel, 12 font with: Your name, the date, period, the title of the book, the author’s name, and the number of pages.

9. You may choose four from any of the following component selections and write a minimum one-page response for each selection.  Be sure to support your opinions with examples and quotations from the book, citing page numbers.  

a. Retell the story as if you were a character in the book.  How does your point of view as the character differ from that of the author’s point of view?

b. Which individuals in the story are the most or the least true to life, the best or least adjusted to their environment, the most or least determined to achieve some goal?  Which seems to get the most or least out of life?  Explain why.

c. Describe an important problem that one character is faced with.  Tell whether he or she solves the problem successfully or not.  Explain how and why he or she is successful or not successful?  Be specific.

d. Create a One-Pager for a passage you choose to illustrate by hand.  Your One-Pager should consist of three things, all on one page: 1) (at the center of the page) a quotation from the book that captures one of the themes or speaks deeply at some level; 2) (bottom of page) a reflection--your thoughts on what the passage means to you, why it is important, and what memories it brings to mind; 3) (on top) an illustration that connects your reflection to the passage.

e. Show how people in the book suffer or prosper because of their devotion to the values, ideals, or principles they believe in.

f. Which character in the book gives the best example of physical or moral courage?  Explain how this makes the character more or less liked by other characters.

g. Which character tries but fails to reach a certain goal?  Is he or she happier because he or she did not attain the desired goal?  If you were in that person’s place, do you think you could have accomplished the goal?  How?

h. Is there one completely happy or unhappy character in the book?  If so, describe what you think are the reasons for that person’s happiness or unhappiness. 

