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SERRANIA CHARTER FOR ENRICHED STUDIES 

On February 7th 22 remarkable girls, teachers, and moms “ponied up” at the first     

annual “Pony Up Serrania Cut-A-Thon!” With 15 local hair stylists to assist them, the 

girls and women volunteered to cut and donate their ponytails to be made into wigs to 

help people fighting cancer. These brave girls were met with much excitement and    

jubilation from the entire Serrania community of students, teachers, and families as we 

all counted down: 5, 4, 3, 2, 1…CUT! A collective cheer rang out from the crowd in    

celebration of our admirable Serrania girls and the spirit of giving generously to help 

others. In the honor of the event, Mrs. Rodstein’s class emptied their piggy banks and 

collected over $75 which was donated to the Serrania Suns team at Relay For Life. With 

so many girls and women willing to give such a personal gift – their own gorgeous hair, 

and the entire Serrania family cheering for them so enthusiastically-- Serrania truly 

SHINED! This wonderful event was covered in the Los Angeles Daily News, ABC7-TV, 

L.A. Weekly and USC Annenberg News. Serrania Suns are so inspired to keep giving, 

they are already committing their ponytails for next year. We have a remarkable      

commitment to our community at Serrania!  

Serrania Shows How to 
“Pony Up and Give Back!” 
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Order your  yearbook 

today! 

$26 Soft Cover/ $31 Hard Cover 

Order yours today . Limited availability. 

Visit www.serraniaavenue.org  to learn 

more. 

    2013-14 Yearbook             

on Sale Now! 

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER By Theresa Wedaa, Principal 

Creating an environment that encourages and supports the educational, creative, behavioral 

and personal growth of our students is the number one focus of every member of our Serrania 

staff. Not surprisingly, finding an effective balance, especially during a period of change and 

transition the likes of which we are currently experiencing, is especially challenging. 

As many of you may know, this year marks the 

first year of implementation of the ‘Common 

Core State Standards’ initiative – a major   

modification to the existing standards that   

every student is expected to master.  

Not surprisingly, a change of this magnitude 

requires the enthusiastic support of every  

member of our Serrania community, and I 

wanted to share a brief update on our progress. 

There is something truly tremendous when 

teachers make a commitment to take on    

something as demanding as the transition to ‘Common Core’ as a team. Over the 

last year, we’ve studied student data, reviewed work samples, had multiple         

discussions about where students struggle, visited schools, observed lessons,     

piloted a new program and together came to a unified decision - we would all  

study the new writing standards together and use the ‘Learning Headquarters’      

as a foundation for teaching writing across all grades.  

Among the most important elements of the new standards is a recommitment to effective writing. In addition to a continued 

emphasis on reading, students from Serrania will be prepared to write informational essays across the curriculum that explain 

to readers the who, what, when, where, why and how. They will be able to write opinion pieces that have not only their opinion, 

but an argument that is supported by evidence cited from texts they have read.  Our students will graduate with the skills they’ll 

need to be ready for college and beyond. 

Watching every teacher voluntarily show up from 2:00 to 5:00 each Friday to enhance their skills and be better prepared for the 

new standards is incredibly inspiring… the level of commitment and dedication that effort demonstrates is something every   

Serrania parent should know and celebrate about their child’s teacher. 

Implementing a new, school-wide program is a tremendous challenge, and the willingness of all of our teachers to jump in, learn 

together, study on their own, rearrange their rooms, and pledge to teach differently makes me particularly proud to be at        

Serrania. At the same time it is important to remember that one teacher can’t do it alone. To succeed, our entire school and 

school community will have to work together to implement this ambitious new program and we look forward to working with 

you and all our students as we make this exciting transition. Please feel free to speak with your child’s teacher, or me if you have 

and questions. Together, we will work together to guarantee that Serrania Shines!  

What is Common Core? 

The Common Core State Standards 
Initiative is an education initiative 
that details what K-12 students should 
know in English language arts and 
mathematics at the end of each grade. 
The initiative is sponsored by the   
National Governors Association 
(NGA) and the Council of Chief State 
School Officers (CCSSO) and seeks to 
establish consistent education    
standards across the states as well as 
ensure that students graduating from 
high school are prepared to enter two
- or four-year college programs or 
enter the workforce. 

School Tours  

Tell your friends  and family to come see our wonderful 

school. Guided School Tours for Prospective Parents are 

held on: 

Fri, March 21 -      8:30 a.m. 

Fri, April 11 -         8:30 a.m. 

For more information please call 

Rosalinda Gil at (818) 340-6700 
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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER By Theresa Wedaa, Principal 

 

Accelerated Reader is Serrania’s fabulous ‘Friends of Serrania’ (FOS) 
funded on-line reading comprehension program that is designed to develop fluency, vocabulary, and a love of reading.  

Students read a book, independently take a quiz at school, and earn points for awards and prizes. Quizzes can be taken in 
class, the library or in the computer lab. The computer lab is open half an hour after school for quizzing Monday thru Thursday. 
Points are earned based on the success of the quiz. Each book has a point value and is earned based on percent accuracy of 
the quiz. 80% on a 1 point quiz earns 0.8 points. Grade level appropriate goals are increased each month based on individual 
student success. This scoring period goals will next be tabulated on March 26th. 

Serrania students in 1st thru 5th have read close to 8,000 books since September – that’s more than 58 million words! What’s 
more, 97% of these students are taking quizzes. Now our goal is to push that number 100%. If your child has not taken a quiz, 
or has not taken one in a long time, please visit Serrania’s website to learn more about Accelerated Reader. Additionally,     
Kindergarten families may inquire with their teachers or email Heather Olson (visit Serrania’s website for contact information) to 
see if the program is right for your child. 

In addition to the obvious advantages of encouraging more reading, the Accelerated Reader program also offers students the 
opportunity to further perform independent quizzing. The ‘AR’ program utilizes open-ended questions or statements to assess 
reading and vocabulary comprehension. This is an excellent chance for students to continue developing their independent test 
taking skills. 

Finally, we are happy to announce that Accelerated Reader (AR) quizzing will be available at the Woodland Hills Public Library 
starting March 22nd. Please be sure to bring the book title and AR website with you: https://hosted193.renlearn.com/266511/. 
Students will log-in just as they do at school using one of the main computers by the reference desk. A library card is required. 
Once students are logged in, encourage them to work quietly and independently without using the book. You will see their    
results immediately upon completion of the quiz. The library is located at 22200 Ventura Boulevard, open weekdays until 8pm 
and Saturdays 10-5:30. For more library information visit http://www.lapl.org/branches/woodland-hills. 

Happy Reading! 

 

Restaurant Night 
Mark your calendar! 

March 11th at 

 

 

 

 

COME HUNGRY… LEAVE HAPPY!!!!!! 

20% of your purchase will be donated to our 

school! 

Don’t forget to BRING YOUR SERRANIA       

RESTAURANT NIGHT FLYER and present it 

when you order.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT SERRANIAAVENUE.ORG 
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Thank you to everyone who is sending in Box Tops and La-
bels for Education to help raise money for Serrania Charter 
for Enriched Studies!!  This is an easy way for us to earn 
money for our school while doing our regular shop-
ping!! 
 
1. Look for Box Tops labels on many 

packaged products in your grocery 
aisle!  They’re worth 10 cents each 
and when redeemed, the money goes 
directly to our school!   They must say 
“Official coupon” at the top, have 

the expiration date attached and not be expired!     

2. Preferably place Box Tops in a baggie or envelope, 
with your child’s name and  Room # in order to get 
credit for your donation! OR paste them onto one of 
the coupon flyers that are sent home or can be found at 
the website: http://www.boxtops4education.com     

3. Shop on-line!  Go to http://www.boxtops4education.com  
choose a store, click on its logo and shop as usu-
al. They have special links to participating stores that 
enable our school to be credited with eBoxTops® when 
you make a purchase. Remember, this is at no addition-
al cost to you!! 

4. Labels for Education can be found on Campbell’s soup, 
Goldfish, and various other products.  Please send 
them in the same as listed above.   

 

We are giving out free popsicle coupons for every 10 
Box Tops received, so it makes it fun for the kids!  Please 

make sure we have the student name and Room # listed. 

Any questions, please contact Lauri Aud:                          
lauriaud@sbcglobal.net or 818-703-8238.   

 

 

 

 

Raising Spirit and Money for our School!  

This years Kid's Valentine Gift Shop was a huge      

success!  The kids had fun shopping while their      

parents had fun volunteering and helping raise over 

$2,000 for the school! To watch  kindergarten         

students come into the gift shop with wide eyes and 

smiles on their faces - carrying a list of items they 

want to buy for their family and friends - was a price-

less experience. Thanks goes to our regular staff of 

daily volunteers: Karen Solari, Tracy Leiterman, Lucia 

Downey, Ilisa Pasternak and Shannon Hall. Thank 

you to the many parents who helped make 

the gift shop a success: Adrianne Doty, Lisa         

Nakamura, Yevette Peterson, Jeff Sturges, Fariba 

Tavassoli, Melissa        

Mandyam, Jodye Alcon, 

Amy Klosterman, Tricia 

Pellegrini, Elizabeth      

Foster.  A special thank you 

to Debi and Ray Shaolian - 

they donated tablecloths 

and helped us re-stock 

both our Holiday and    

Valentine Gift Shops!  

Luck of the 

Draw  

Results 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who bought and sold tickets for the I 
Heart Serrania Luck of the Draw fundraiser!  Together we 
made over $4,000 to help fund Serrania’s terrific programs!   
 
Congratulations to our four top sellers,              
and Principals for the Day! 
 
Tyler Beck, Room 4  
Brandon Beck, Room 22 
Hannah Hall, Room 21 
Nicholas Manganar, Room 64th prize  
 

 
The winning students for Lunch with Principal Wedaa are  
Trent Barradan, Room 22 and Grace Riley, Room 22 
 
Our top selling class pizza party will be awarded to               
Ms. Tenzer’s class, Fourth Grade! 
 

The winners of our fabulous prizes are: 
Grand Prize - Xbox 360 E KINECT Disney Bundle:  Patrice 
Fisher 
1st Prize - 4 Disneyland passes:  Patti Jacobson 
2nd Prize - Samsung Chromebook with accessories:  Victoria 
3rd Prize - Restaurant Gift Card package: Shannon Hall 
4th Prize - Kindle Fire HD: Alizier David 
 
A warm thank you to Lisa Hassas, who made sure that all of 
our prizes were donated so that Serrania’s programs would 
benefit to the maximum!  Thank you to Amy Klosterman for 
her terrific logo and printing.  A special thank you to Mrs. 
Wedaa for her donations for the student prizes!  This fund-
raiser couldn’t have happened without you! 

Valentine Gift Shop Rocks!  
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FREE PARENTING 

SEMINAR SERIES 

Seminars  are open to          

everyone and feature             

volunteer professional         

facilitators at every meeting.  

The seminars are a place for 

parents to discuss relevant 

topics and share ideas and  

strategies. 

• 8 a.m., Tues, March 4: Raising 

Happy, Healthy Children    

without Siblings 

• 8 a.m., Tues, April 1: When 

Do I Need to Seek Help for My 

Child's Speech, Language, or 

Hearing? 

• 8 a.m., Tues, May 6: Raising 

Confident, Respectful, Happy 

Children 

Any Questions?  Ask Andy 

Weisser: 

aweisser@earthlink.net 

Trust and Lies: Building and Keeping Strong          

Communication Lines with Your Children 
Mira Roccca, MA MFT.  mira.rocca11@gmail.com, (818) 468-1198 Serrania Volunteer Parent Seminar Series Facilitator 

There are numerous reasons children lie. To avoid punishment or consequences, out of 

curiosity, get attention, enhance self worth, manipulate a situation, imitate a family     

member, wishful thinking, protecting privacy, to not hurt someone’s feelings or protect 

their parents from worry/stress just to name a few. They are growing individuals who will 

test the limit and need supportive parenting to help guide them in the right direction. 

What Parents Can Do to Stop Children from Lying 

 Talk calmly. Make an effort not to get into a conflict about telling the truth. 

 Give a lot of positive reinforcement when your child tells the truth. 

 Emphasize that it is safe for everyone to tell the truth in your family. 

 Don’t trap your child. For example, asking your child a question to which you know the 

answer, you are actually setting the stage for a lie. If you know the truth, tell it (don’t 

ask) to your child what has happened. Don’t pretend you don’t know the answer. 

 Teach the difference between truth and fantasy to younger children. Make time to tell 

stories. 

 Stop accusing the child of mistakes. For example, say ’I see you broke the glass by 

accident, let’s clean it up’, and not ‘Did you break the glass?’ 

 Try not to call your child ‘a liar’ because labels can lead to more lying and will have       

negative impact on his self-esteem. He told a lie and can learn from it. He is not a liar. 

 Give older children and teenagers some personal privacy. Respect their privacy by 

not asking too much but ask what you need to know about enough to protect them. 

 Set a good example for children. Tell the truth and keep your promises to children. 

 Do not take it personally when your child lies. It is not about you, it is about helping 

them. 

As with other parenting challenges, dealing with lying children requires patience and love. 

Make time to talk to your children in warm, loving ways.  

MARCH MOVIE NIGHT! 
 

Since the COLD never bothered you anyway… join us  

Friday, March 28th at 6:00p.m for the                                   

Serrania Premiere of Disney’s Frozen! 

Serrania Movie Nights are hosted by our  Friends of Serrania as part of their         

ongoing fund raising efforts, so we hope you’ll join us for this special night! 

So be sure to wear your PJ’s, bring a blanket and enjoy this Fun Family Event! 

Tickets are just $5  

Pizza and snack items are just $1 

Remember, every child must be accompanied by an adult. 
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By Shannon Hall, FOS President 

Behind the Scenes at Serrania! By Ilisa Pasternak  

In Behind the Scenes we highlight some of our fantastic teachers, staff and volunteers – the people who work so hard to 

make SCES the wonderful place we all love. This issue we visit with Music teacher Mrs. Jaqueline Yudkin and our Governing 

Council Chair Andy Weisser.  

Andy Weisser– Governing Council 
Chair                 

Background…. 

Andy Weisser, Serrania’s Governing Council 
Chair, is another one of our dedicated and 
committed volunteers. Prior to becoming a 
communications consultant he directed 
award-winning campaigns for the             
communications departments of some top 
non-profit organizations including the   
American Lung Association in California, the 

National Kidney Foundation of Southern California, and AIDS      
Project Los Angeles. He creates strategic communications initiatives 
and results for health, environmental and entertainment clients    
including news coverage and partnerships with CBS Evening News, 
USA Today, People Magazine, and the Los Angeles Times. Outside of 
Serrania he enjoys parenting and almost anything having to do with 
nature. He enjoys the gym, yoga, and organizing their five-block 
neighborhood get-togethers. 

 Why Serrania? 

“There are many reasons why we decided Serrania was the best place 
for our daughter. We have talented and dedicated staff and we get to 
walk to the school that’s right in our own community.” 

 Serrania Volunteer credits…. 

At Serrania, Andy chairs the Governing Council, as well as the Green 
Team and Campus Beautification Committee. During the past four 
years, he has overseen the planting of more than 100 trees on and 
around the school. He is the Big Sunday Community Involvement 
Project Leader and started and leads the monthly Parent Seminar 
Series. With his many connections in communications, we are      
fortunate to have Andy manage media outreach for our school. He 
generated news coverage about the Shannon Brown basketball player 
event, the school’s mock presidential election, and most recently, our 
school’s cut-a-thon to donate ponytails for people with cancer. Andy 
says he helps out because “we only get to travel the Serrania road 
once. Every day presents opportunities to consider new possibilities. 
I love doing my part to help connect the community.” 

 The Best part of Serrania and Community Involvement…. 

“There are many great things that happen at our school everyday. 
Serrania meetings and events are always comfortable and welcoming. 
We have an energetic mix of staff, parents, students and community 
partners.” Through Serrania’s Big Sunday Community involvement 
project about 100 people show up every year to help plant trees and 
clean up our campus. “People enjoy themselves so much many of 
them have to be encouraged to leave at the end of the 6-hour day!” 

 Some Encouraging words on volunteering at Serrania…. 

-Imagine if every parent was able to volunteer at Serrania just one 
hour each month. 

-As a parent, think about an exciting idea or personal contact. Then 
talk with our principal, a teacher or a parent and see how that       
conversation can lead to a new way to enrich our school. 

-Help make the world what you want it to be by creating Serrania 
into an even better school. We are all part of it. 

 A favorite quote of Andy’s: “The true meaning of life is to plant trees 
under whose shade you do not expect to sit.” (Nelson Henderson, 
from The Sun Magazine). 

Dr. Yudkin– Instrumental Instructor 
and Piano Teacher 

Background Information 

Dr. Yudkin teaches Instrumental music and 
Piano to our third graders at Serrania. She 
has a very impressive educational back-
ground, receiving her B.A and M.A. in Music 
Education from UCLA.  She also received 
her PhD in Music Education/
Ethnomusicology from UCLA as well as a 
Doctor of Education Degree in Curriculum 

and Instruction from the University of Southern California. After 
raising two boys, Dr. Yudkin returned to teaching full time for 
LAUSD in 1993.  She began teaching in East Los Angeles, and then 
was transferred to the Valley in 2000.  Dr. Yudkin has been    
teaching at Serrania for over 11 years! When it comes to music, she 
likes to listen to all different types of musical styles, genres, and 
cultures. As long as the music is not boring or repetitive, she gives 
it a chance.  “I will admit to singing along to the oldies from the 
60’s, 70’s and 80’s – even up to today’s music.  “I did sing   
throughout college and loved singing Requiems such as Verdi’s 
Requiem.”  She doesn’t have a favorite performer because she 
would rather make music than listen to it. When she is not teaching 
she enjoys doing alumni work for her college sorority.  She also 
loves to garden and loves traveling to New York to visit her     
grandchildren. 

Dr. Yudkin’s Day 

Dr. Yudkin’s day is always busy since she visits two schools each 
day during the week. She visits Serrania twice a week- on Mondays 
and on Thursdays. The best part about teaching at Serrania she 
says,” is that the children are worldly, and well informed.” She also 
feels that the children at Serrania are very eager to learn! The goal 
of the class is to teach students about the fundamentals of music in 
a meaningful manner.  The abstract concepts of beat, rhythm,   
tempo and note value to actual performance are also applied.    
Other skills are also developed through piano playing including 
hand/eye coordination and tracking which is just like reading. Dr. 
Yudkin feels that “learning to express one’s emotions in non-verbal 
ways is another value of the arts, not just music. It is changing the 
mundane aspects of our daily lives into a more meaningful         
endeavor.  On a more practical level, it breaks up a child’s day,  
giving them a break from reading and writing, so that when they 
return to those subjects, their brains are refreshed and ready to 
absorb more information.”  

Why she does what she does 

Dr. Yudkin loves to teach because she believes an educated person 
must have knowledge of the arts.  “Learning about the arts and  
participating in them leads to a fulfilling life,” she says. Dr. Yudkin 
began forming musical groups at about the age of 12.  She just got 5 
friends together, bought some music and started playing. She    
always felt a desire to be part of musical performances. “It is even 
better to run the show. I am able to start children on instruments 
so that they can experience just the pleasure of making music. It is 
very exhausting, but maybe I can change a student’s life for the 
better.  That’s what I believe should be the goal of education!” For 
Dr. Yudkin, parenting and teaching are the most difficult            
professions, but “without a doubt “she says, “the most rewarding”!  

Thank you Dr. Yudkin for introducing music into our children’s 
lives! 
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By Shannon Hall, FOS President 

An ‘Unsung Hero’ is defined as “One who does great deeds but 

receives little or no recognition for them.” As I’m sure many of 

you know, Serrania is lucky enough to count many “unsung      

heroes” among our volunteers, and we’d like to change that, and 

start recognizing and thanking them for all they do!  

Does your child like to read?  Have they ever taken an Accelerated 

Reader test? That program is run by our parent volunteer Heather 

Olson!  Heather helps the teachers, the parents and the students 

get excited about reading – she buys and gives out incentive prizes 

and even set up our program at the library last summer so        

students could continue their reading progress during vacation! 

Heather also helps out a lot on campus – she recently constructed 

backpack racks for many of our classrooms and just completed a 

“wheels on lunch barrels” project for teachers. And as if that   

weren’t enough, she is also an active member of our Serrania 

Green Team! 

Ever wonder who sells the promotional banners on our fences? 

Thanks to Debi Shaolian, we have raised thousands of dollars over 

the past few years selling banner space to local businesses. Addi-

tionally, thanks to her hard work, we’ve also expanded our adver-

tising offerings over the last several years to include weekly flyer 

advertising as well. Currently, Debi is chair of the ‘Serrania 2014 

Fun Fair’ and is also chairing a committee hosting Cinema Under 

the Stars at the Westfield Mall. Finally, she is an active FOS board 

member working hard on our Walkathon and ‘Menchies Wednes-

days’ initiatives as well. 

Did you know that our school promotional movie (the video that 

plays during all school tours and was shown at open house last 

year) was made by Asia Mape? Asia also created the Informational 

handouts distributed at school tours and oversees our Hospitality, 

School Tour and Kinder Orientation committees. Asia started a 

program last year to welcome new students after Winter Break to 

the school.  Each new student gets a gift bag with “Serrania stuff” 

in it including room parent info, helpful hints about the school, 

Serrania gear, and more.  Asia is also on her 2nd term serving on 

Serrania's Governing Board and on the Enrichment Committee . 

 Every year, ‘Restaurant Nights’ are consistently some of our most 

fun and effective fund raisers.  This year, Restaurant Night is be-

ing run by Jennifer Cole – teacher, parent and FOS board mem-

ber! Each month, she schedules the nights with restaurant manag-

ers, publicizes the event and attends the events with her family. 

Jen is the FOS Board’s secretary as well!  Many of our restaurant 

nights this year have been coordinated with Westfield Mall restau-

rants so that we can take advantage of ‘Earning4Learning’ points 

program at the same time! New    Kinder parent Adrianne Doty 

has lead this program and we are currently in 4th place – hoping 

to win $1,000. Adrianne also  volunteers with the collating team, 

and is a SCES Charter Board member and supports just about 

every program we have going on at school! 

Do you collect Box Tops? Ever wonder where they go once you 

turn them into the office? Thanks to Lauri Aud and her team: 

Jackie Cisneros, Jessica Campbell and Marina Volodchenlova box 

tops get sorted, counted, bagged and sent off for dollars!  They 

then distribute treat tickets to students that help collect those lit-

tle treasures.  Box Tops has earned Serrania thousands of    dollars 

over the years – Keep snipping and collecting them!  

Thank you to all of these “Heroes” that help make SCES a great 

school to be a part of! If you know of an unsung hero who should 

be highlighted and thanked, please email: 

FOS@SerraniaAvenue.org. We haven’t thanked everyone yet and 

will continue to post updates monthly. 

 

Keeping our kids healthy and happy is an important part of our responsibilities as parents. Part of that effort is making sure 

that they get lots of regular exercise at home and at school. Now we need your help to keep our Serrania PE program going 
strong! 

So join us for our annual Serrania Walk-a-Thon coming March 17th! Be sure to ask your family and friends to sign up and 
sponsor your child - all the money raised goes to help fund our amazing PE program with coach Danni! Thanks to money 
raised each year during our Walk-a-thon, our students get structured PE time each week with a certified PE Coach and her 
assistants! K-4th students get PE once per week and our 5th graders get the chance to participate twice per week! Without 
your support we may not be able to continue to offer this important program.   

Work Hard, Walk Fast, Win Big! Every student who participates is eligible to win prizes based on their level of sponsorship!! 
Students can qualify to win Splat Back toys, Serrania Yo Yo's, Serrania Water Bottles, Lunch with Coach Danni and Principal 
Wedaa, PE Coach for the day, Pizza and Popsicle parties and MUCH MORE!!  Help your child, help the school!   

Join the fun and WALK with us on March 17th to cheer on the classes as they walk for our Fitness Program!! 
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Peer Mediation Program: Making the   
Serrania Community a Better Place 

 

Where Wishes Do 
Come True! 

Making Serrania a “Magical” place for all of our 

students has always been an important goal of 

the families, teachers and staff. Over the last 

several years, a brilliant group of dedicated and 

talented people have worked hard to make our 

campus a safe, clean, colorful and fun place for 

all of our students.  

From purely artistic projects like our amazing 

murals, to beautification projects like our     

vegetable / flower planters, to important      

campus improvement projects like backpack 

racks, event signs, hoses and hose reels, to 

seemingly simple “quality of life” initiatives like 

the installation of wheels on lunch buckets, 

there are literally dozens of projects – large and 

small – that together make Serrania such a 

wonderful place for all our kids. 

And yet, there is always more that can be done. 

Looking ahead, we have already identified a 

long list of projects that we’re determined to 

tackle to continue to make Serrania an even 

more wonderful place. If you’d like to lend your 

creativity, enthusiasm and a little bit of time, 

we’re always looking for additional volunteers. 

Here are a few of the materials we’re looking 

for to help complete our ongoing gardening 

projects this year: 

1.  Hoses 

2.  Hose nozzle 

3.  Hose winder 

4.  Watering Cans (5) 

5.  Gardening Tools 

6.  Broom 

7.  Trash Can 

8.  Buckets (2) 

9.  Small step ladder 

10. Bins and hooks for organization of supplies 

11. Extra large outdoor pots (2) 

12. Soil (2-3 3-cubic foot bags) 

13. Plants for large pots (butterfly attractors) 

14. Brass Sundial 

15. Large Temperature Gauge 

16. Painting supplies 

17. Variety of colored paint, district approved 

18. Sturdy garden wagon 

19. New or used round metal cabinet knobs for 

backpack racks 

  

Please send donations with your child or deliver 

them to the office Wish Box. 

 

Thank you for any help you may be able to  

provide. 

The Peer Mediation Program is a great new student  

leadership program launched this year. Simply put, the 

program is designed for “kids to help kids - resolving 

issues that occur outside the classroom,” says 5th grade 

teacher Sybl Sperber. She adds that, “kids often          

understand each other better, sometimes a whole lot 

better, than adults.” Mrs. Sperber, who manages and 

facilitates the program, designed it with the goal of    

promoting leadership and proper peer-to-peer           

communication. 

In the past, when issues arose on the schoolyard, stu-

dents were often unsure how best to proceed. Today, thanks to the Peer      

Management Program, they now have an option that avoids the uncomfortable 

escalating that may result from rushing to adults for help for simple conflicts, 

while providing access to a peer who may prove just as adept at      helping re-

solve the issues. At the same time, peer mediators do not get involved in safety, 

bullying or harassment issues, or those best handled by adults. 

Each day during recess and lunch, there are three peer mediators present on the 

yard wearing yellow jerseys imprinted with a big peace sign. The peacekeeping 

crusaders, consisting of 4th and 5th graders, have gone through an extensive ap-

plication process and receive ongoing training every week.   They learn how to 

listen, give all parties involved the opportunity to speak, and assist them in re-

solving issues – not to solve the problem for them. 

Here is some of what the peer mediators have to say about the program:  

“(To) give each student a turn to express their feelings and understand each 

other’s point of view and help them find a fair solution”. 

“Stay calm, talk about feelings, (and) understand the importance of people 

getting along”. 

“When we do peer mediations, we let kids know that we had been in the same 

situation”. 

Finally, Mrs. Sperber notes - “it gives the kids the chance to be responsible – 

(and) they will be - whether as mediator or as a person involved in a conflict.” 

Not only does this program promote leadership and communication skills, it 

encourages our children to resolve their conflicts in a positive way – and is just 

another example of the ways we can all to contribute to making Serrania an 

even better place for our children. 
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