Tess of the D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy

notes and significant passages chapters 13-18

“Meanwhile the trees were just as green as before; the birds sang and the sun shone as clearly as now as ever. The familiar surroundings had not darkened because of her grief, nor sickened because of her pain” (Dover, 72/Signet, 39).
Definitions:

faith- firm belief in something for which there is no proof: complete trust


humanism- a doctrine, attitude, or way of life centered on human interests or values; especially : a philosophy that usually rejects supernaturalism and stresses an individual's dignity and worth and capacity for self-realization through reason

ecclesiastical- of or relating to a church especially as an established institution

morality- conformity to ideals of right human conduct

rally-to rouse from depression or weakness

Talbothays-the dairy at which Tess goes to work about two-and-a-half years 
after returning from Tantridge (The Slopes)

Tess' Sin

1. "Her depression was then terrible, and she could have hidden herself in a tomb" (Dover, 66/Signet, 83).

2. "After a long seclusion [my emphasis]  she had come to a resolve to undertake outdoor work in her native village, the busiest season of the year in the agricultural world having arrived, and nothing that she could do within the house being so remunerative for the time as harvesting in the fields" (Dover, 70/Signet, 88).





3. "'What a fresh and virginal daughter of Nature that milkmaid is!' he said to himself" (Dover, 96/Signet, 121).

Morality

4. “She had been made to break an accepted social law, but no law known to the environment in which she fancied herself such an anomaly” (Dover, 68/Signet, 85).

5. "Poor Sorrow's campaign against sin, the world, and the devil was doomed to be of limited brilliancy - luckily perhaps for himself, considering his beginnings. In the blue of the morning that fragile soldier and servant breathed his last, and when the other children awoke they cried bitterly, and begged Sissy to have another pretty baby" (Dover, 76/Signet, 95).

6. "The man and the ecclesiastic fought within him, and the victory fell to the man" (Dover, 76/Signet, 96).

7. "`It's a curious story; it carries us back to medieval times, when faith was a living thing!'" (Dover, 88/Signet, 111).

8. "`What is the good of your mother and me economizing and stinting ourselves to give you a University education, if it is not to be used for the honour and glory of God?' his father repeated.
`Why, that it may be used for the honour and glory of man, father'" (Dover, 92/Signet, 116).
Angel Clare

9. "He was the youngest son of his father, a poor parson at the other end of the county, and had arrived at Talbothays Dairy as a six months' pupil, after going the round of some other farms, his object being to acquire a practical skill in the various processes of farming, with a view either to the Colonies, or the tenure of a home-farm, as circumstances might decide" (Dover, 90/Signet, 114).

10. "'No, father: I cannot underwrite Article Four (leave alone the rest), taking it "in the literal and grammatical sense" as required by the Declaration; and, therefore, I can't be a parson in the present state of affairs,' said Angel. `My whole instinct in matters of religion is towards reconstruction; to quote your favourite Epistle to the Hebrews, "the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain"'" (Dover, 92/Signet, 116).




11. "The material distinctions of rank and wealth he increasingly despised" (Dover, 92/Signet, 117).


Summary: Based on the limited information that the reader has at this moment in the text about Angel Clare, how will Angel react if he finds out that Tess is not a virgin?
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