Singular, Plural, and
Noncount Nouns

Using Singular Nouns

English nouns can be divided into two categories: count nomns and
resrEeierl RO,

A count noun is singularwhen there is ene of the person, place, or
thing it names,

When a noun s singulan use @ or an belore i Use a i it begins
with a eomsonand sound; use an il 1 begins with a el sonnd.

2-1

Write st aran before each of the following singular nouns.

1. — brother Y. reporter
& dAunt [0} stewareless
2. st 11, sister
4, employer 12 _ tele

8 janitor 1%, _ dentist

G professon 14, _ criver
7. patient 15, HELoT

Bz engineer 16— adviser
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I7.. — accountant 2. busstop
15, technician ). _ hasement
9. architect 3l el
20, ACLriEsy ", _ _Arm
21, cheek 29, ankle
22 chest 34, BRI
23 leg 5. eve
24 £ar A, _ lilarany
25, — mouth 37, honse
26, ared M. pcean
27, apartment 39 _ Aot
28, river 0. Al
Use a or an before a singular noun to answer the question "What . .. 27
What do vou doz I'm a secretary,  ['m an actor.
What is itz It’s a banana. [t's an apple.
What do vou wantr I want a house. [ wantan apartment,
Uses the number ane before o singular noan Lo answer the question “Hoe waery L0 77
How many cars do vou have? We have one car,
Henw many English classes are therer There is one class.
Use “There is . . "hetore a singular noun to indicate that it exists,

There 1s an accountant i my familv

There is a1 library on the cormer.
There is only one bus stop on this street
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Foiek drf faeree 13 o this ook and answer Hhe folloine guestions. Be cavefnd in vour chalee af a, an, oy ane fbefore
S ‘ ! &5 ! i) oy

el SEngrdar note,

I Whet ey voun Dave inovoann bandss

Y What is there at the very end of this hook?

2. Inthe word Contesits, what is there botween the lirst nand the g

4. How many e's are there i the word Confenisy

T’;:I}['II.‘-Z I.lb!‘ {;'I'U!.I[I:-Z l]:l. I’l'llllli"

Some singular nouns name groups of people wha have the same interest, These are called ool
feetive nouns, Use a collective noun with a singular verh form, Obscrve the following examples:

band COMPany
chonr family
chorus COVELTIENT
rlass orchestra
COTIUTCE Lt

-3 |

Fall i eeccde blank with e word frong thie frrevions fist. Be swre do dnclide a0 oran i each dlaad before the noun
l. A group of people who take a course together is _
20 Aproup ol people who play muosical inseeaments together can be
i1
A Agroup of people who form a business is
1. Peaple who are related by blood are

o Acgroup ol people who play together Lo win a ganee o sporl s

6, A sroup of people who control public pelicy ina countryis
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7. A proup of people wha make plans lor a larger group is called, — _

2 A eroup ol peaple who sing tosether s e o o1
b} i ] ! B =

Using Plural Nouns

A courit noun is flurel when there is more than one ol the person, place, or (hing 1t names. Ly

make a singular noun plural:

s Al -5 !
ane trec three [rees |
e wiord (o wordds I
G SISEeT [WEd S1SLLTS

o Add o toa lew words thae end in -

one coho i echoes
UHTE THOSOUL three mosguitoes |
e toImalo lour tonuitoes |
oite hero tour heroes |
[NIETS ‘|J|I|,l_l|1r (RS ]1::!;'.1“125
o lornado twiy lornadoes
o Add -ev to nouns that enc in =ch -5k, -85, and -x
one beach two heaches :
ane dish fo dishes :
one dress twis dresses |
o [ax three faxes \
s Add -fes to nouns that end in a consonant followed by -y, after dropping the -4
OTIeE City LWk Clties :
OFC oy four countries |
o fermialy twir families
OTLE AL s puppies

o Acked —es 1o nouns that end in -for -fi, after dropping the -for -fe

ane eall rwer calves
orer hadl two hinlves
one leal three leaves
one knife Fve knives

e Ulse an irregular form foor certartn nouns:

e child twir chilelren
DT TN {our men
CHIE PETSEOn three people
o Lot [our teeth
QI ITHHSE three mice
DT WOTTIR three wamen
o fon fueo Leet

o Use the singular form for the plural for certain nouns:

ane deer three doer
e sheep four sheep
one fish i fislh
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oxercise AT

Wiete the plural form of each of the followeing nos,

. brother o -

2. danghter —e = ==

3, wile . — .
4, haky - . — et
5. ¢hild Az — —_ _
6. man B - —
T.OWOTTEAD : - s

B teenager S —=

G, Artist —

[0}, customer I

11. stadent = = e o

4. actress B R

15, Tass —=

14, nurse L

G, eye . I

[, A o

=T Lo I — =
I8, church e e

14, city .

20, hbrary 2 _ e =
21, lais ALOP - == -

22 post oflice = . e
95, winchow . =
24, plass -
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knite

fork

SO

lacecloth

Waite the plutad form of eacl of the folluwing collective nons,

el

chor

chorus

class

committee

Farnily

ZOVCETIE It

oroliestra

LCam

Use wre there and a plural neun in a question to ask if any exist and how many:
Are there any cars in your driveways
IHow many cars are there?
How many hauses are there on this sireps?
Heow maney pages are there in this bools

Use there are followed byany number from gug an up before a plural noun w tell how many of
them exise

There are two cars in the th‘i\'cw,:}-,
There are ten honses an this streer:
There are 208 pages in this book,

Ulse thire e before the word nowhen itindicates zere; Neods followed by a plural noun:

There are no cars 1n the driveway,
There are no howses an this street,
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Not any can be nsed instead of np to mdicate zero:

There are not any cars in the driveway. There aren’t any cars in the driveway.
There are not any houses on this streer. There aren’t any houses an this street.

Waords for Clothes and Accessories
Review the following examples:

TFor Men and Women Usually for Women Usually for Men

breel blouse neckiie/ how tic
cap bracele tuxedo
chain fress

col handbag/purse/ pockethook

carmng necklace

hiat nightgown
Jacket skirt

raincoal

ring

robe

scart

shirt

it

swWeater

sweatshirt

T-shirt

umbrella

wallet

watch

Select twelve items from the preceding list, and write how menty of ecch item there are in your closets and dromers,
[ise There are to begin each semdence:

b

far




m

Simgular, Plural, and Noneount Neouns

(&)

Some clothing items are uswally in two parts, which are sonietimes separate, such as two gloyes,
and sometimes connected, such as pants, The nouns are plural. One set of two parts is a prair. A
frsir of shoes, for example, is two shoes, one for the left foot and one for the right. A pairof pants

i5 one item, with two legs,
Review the following examples of pairs

For Men and Women Usuaﬂg_ for Women

CUTTITIDS
slasses
s lasses
gloves
[rajanas
s
jearns
shorts
swealpants
shies
FISTRT S flats
sunclals high heels
sdlippers
socks stockings
tights

Hin HieL Iy I'jui['.‘-i el Foi faiee in yener efoseds andd diavers ?

I have one pairof s ome pair of
pair of
I hiaver _ pairsol
_ pairs ol , and

pziil‘.‘-‘. o

ariel one
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Oruantities

To tel] an approximate number of plural items there are, use:

A = more than one

i few = three or four

alot of/ lots of/many = alarge number of/ plenty of /enough
i ey = gsmall number of

[t ey - more than is good or necessary

[ have some tickets for the ball game,
There are a few seats in the front ros.
A lot of people are going 1o the game.
There are not many scars,

There are too many people here,

Look at all of the hsts of nowns for people, places, and things to answer the following guestiomns.

1. What do you have seme ol? Begin cach answer with [ hawe . - .

2. What arc there a lat of outside? Begin cach answer with Fhere ane . o

%, What are there not many of in the place where you liver Begin each answer witht There nre . L |
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4. What do you see a few of right now? Begin each answer with [ see., .

5. What do you have tae many of 7 Begin each answer with { have . . .

Words for Food i

Review the following words that name thi ngs to eat or drink. These nouns can be either singular
or piural,

apple nt
avocado Drange
banana e

bean pear
CHrTat potato
cherry potato chip
doughnut salad
drink sandwich
egw snack
grape soicla
hamburger steak

hot dog TOIMALD

meal vegetable




MNunns
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Write one of the following words or groups of words in each blank, depending on whether the nowns are singular of

fifured,

an one S50111¢

[, He cats _ emrand
I like to have
Would you like _
4. She wants

A, T want _ banana.

6, We would like

There aren't

8. She is going to the store to buy
4, She's going 1o buy
10, Ididn’t order

Using Noncount Nouns

alot of

dppc or

_ peasand

suncwich and

__ salad; [ ordercd

a few T any two

doughnut for hreakfase,

oranve 1n the aliernoon.
CATTOET

protates chiips.

hot dogs, please,

_ hamburgers,

LOrmAatoes.
steaks for dinner

vegetables instead,

Many words for [ood are nonceunt nouns. Some examples are the words in the following list:

Liguids Dry Items
beer breadd
ciflee cereal
Cream flesuin
Juice STEETAT
railk LSt
St

sOup

Lesst

waler

wine

Many in-rx::ru.t] CHTC 1lems are

list:

aftershave lotion

Laath el

conditioner

CTEam

firernail polish
fingernail polish remowves

Meat Dairy Products Vegetables Other
bacon butter broceali cake
heed chicese cauliflower candy
chicken ice cream Carm [ruie
hish YO cepplant Jam
et lettce jelly
pork spinach pepper
sepitash pie
PORCOIT
salt

also named by noncount nouns. Review the words in the following

lption
perlume
shampoo
shaving cream
SO

tnothpaste
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[ lsis g5 fhere ey Brefore a noncount noun o askoil icexisis
Is there any rice in (he cuphoard?
I there any fruit in the refrigerator?
Is there any scap in the bathroom?

Use fow muecle (ollowed I3y @ noneaunt nouan IJlul; is there to ask the sumount of it that exists:

How mnch ice cream is there?
How much cereal is there?
How much water is there?
How much shampaoo is there?

Toeell the Approximae amount ola nonconnt noun, use

Sere = more than nothing

it fard 1f = a large wmount ol

it fiffle = asmall amoant of

mal mneh -- avery small amount of
/ot iy = nothing

There s some ice cremmn i the (feezer
There is a lot of fruitin the howl,

There is a Little coreal in the box,

There is not much shampoo.

lhere s no water./ There isn't any waler,

i BET

Use words from the woncount noun food Iisi (o answer the following questions.

l. What is there a lot ol in vour relrgeratm?

2. Isthere any vandy in the cuphoardr

3. How much bread is there in the kitchen?

4. Is there A1y popeorn i the cuphoard:

O, s there thoanuch :11';11‘1}-[I1i|11_‘,1
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Use words from the noweownt none personal care dens fist to answer the following guestions.

L. Is there any shampoo in your bathrooms:

2. How nuuch wothpaste is there?

%, What else is there?

[o tell the exact amount of @ noncount noun, use the singular or plural of the coniner of the
item, the weight of the item, or the number of pieces or servings of it there are:

a can of soup

a cup of caflee

a wlass of milk

a bowl of cereal

one spoonful of sugar
one serving of spinach
a picce of meat

a b of wothpaste

three cans of soup

two cups of coffee

four glasses of milk

a foew bowls of cereal

two spoonfuls of sugar
three servings of spinuch
Wi }'}it'.rfsi of moeal

two tubes of toothpaste

Types of Containers

Weights and Measures

Serving Sizes

bagp cup bite
Hg drop plece
haottle gallon sip
el CLICE slice
b pant

Cise pond

cup el

irlass spooniul

Jar tablespoon

package LeaAspon

plate

tuhe

|

T o |

Lanle erd yolor grsaeery He Foercive 2-108 Change the afifnoxinale anounts r{,'"f'uc'."r themm b excetet epmontnds gned woerite

e r'..'}r.'.l‘nf.r'.’rr senlences here,
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Look af your avswoers (o Fxercise -0 Change the approximale ampunts of eacl dlem @ excel amownts and wrile
the complete sentences heve,

Circle all of the words av sety af words that cowld be used in each blank.

1. There is ~ hread on the mble.

a little a alot of S0ME three slices of no aslice of
¢ There are bread on the wable,

a little a few 50T¢ three slices of an T
3. We need Lo CEeAn:

a litile sOIme three bowls of many a gallon of two quarts of
4. She drank — e il

a glass ol three glasses of a few S0me a little
5. They're going 10 buy e,

SOAMe a little a tew two bags of a an 0T
. T would like to have — lertuee onomy sandwich.

a piece of two picces ol a little a two some
7 Heate - _eake,

some a piece of piece of two picces of three alot of
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B Theres- pie in the refrigemtor
some a piece ol picce of two picees of no three
4o There are _ cups of collee here,
a two CLe afew a little soIme no any
It Ldrink JUICE CVETY HTOUNIE
i two a glass of two glasses ol some alotof too many

Wards for Groups of Individual ltems

Chher noneound nouns inelide words that represent groups of individual items, The individual

items can be counted, bl thie word that represents the entire group cannot..

Furniture Mail Jewelry Money Information Trash
bl advertiseme bl dimoe Brochure haswes
chair bill CHITITIES dollar bill niee: packaging
sk letrer necklace five paamphlet nsed items
ilresse posteard Bin nickel report
migthits el [re 1Y
sofi fuarter
tuhle Ler

Ty
ForaDesk  For Cooking Hardware  Medicine Makeup. Entertainment
paper Jran hammer capsule Islush game
[T [l nail drop eyebrow pencil ovie
pencil spatila phiers pill foundation prarty
SCIEEOFS S[HI0T SUTEW tablet lipstick radio
tape serewdriver I SCUTa show

wrench powiler television

Thiere is some lrmatnre,
Yoo Dvave o fiddle ol
She s a ot of jeweh.,

[e Das o file money.
We gat sume information,
Tlieres is foo weeh trash,

There are three chairs,

You have two letters and a posteard.

She has five necklaces, Tour bracelers, and
twetty [_J;ﬁr'ne. of carrings,

He has o ten: a bve, and three quarters,

We ot a brochure and two reports.

There are boxes, old clathes, hroken toys,
wort-oul Hres, and hroken dishes,
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Aviswer each question,

L Flow mach furniture do yvou hives

2. What mail do you usually receive?

A Whan jewelry do vou like to wear?

4. How much money do Yo have in your pocket?

. What do yir throw i the trash every day?

There are many things that cannat be counted, Like all noncount nouns, words for these things
do not have plural forms, Review the words in the following list:

advice help poverty
air hamework rain
beauty housework stekness
cold intelligence STLOW
courage Rindness strength
ilarkness it WL
health FLS wealth
hear pollution work

There is some housewark o dao,

- There is a lot of nows.
There is a Little stow 0 the mountains.
Thereis not much heat i the house.
There is too much rin.

Vo el ase e ror, crne, MYy O any number with o noncount nown,

Civele bl of the werds theet ceen de wsed G veeh blank s

. We have help.
many a little Four an
2: There s - - Thessat,

no {oo many SOITHE a lile
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3. Theyneed __advice,
sorme an not many alot of
4, She has = work.
many some a little a an
b, There s poverty in the city.
a too much not many alot of
217 |

Ansaver the following questiens. Use o, not much; some, a litthe, a 1ot of, or too much before each noncount
HETLR.

I. Do you have news about your Iriends in yowr country? Begin your answer with [ heve .

9. Is there work available in this ¢ityy Begin your answer with There i, . .

8. How much rain is there here in the summer? Begin vour answer with There s, . .

4. Do you need advice? Begin vour answer with T aeed ...

5. s there pallition in your area? Begin your answer with Thee iy,

Using Articles with Singular. Plural. and Nonceount Nouns

The indefimite articles @ and wrare used before singular nouns that refer o any one ol that per-
son, place, or thing:

A clock 18 an insimument that marks thime

Awatch isa clock that you wear on your wrist.
The previous sentences do not name a specific clock or watch; they refer o clocks and watches
i general.

The articles aand an can reler twoa specific singular noun o wll or ask someone about it for the
first time:
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| hawve a clock that s 150 vears ol
Her boviriend gave her awateh for her birthday.

There are no indelinite acticles for plural and noncount nouns, To veler wr people, places, ol
things in weneral, noword (€ is placed before the plural or noncount noun:

¢ Clocks are mstruments thar mark time,

3 Mail includes anvthing that can be delivered by the post olhice.
No word () can refer toa plural or noncount noun to tell or ask someone ahout it for the first
tirme:

Her bovtriend brings her @ flowers every week,
You got ¢) mail this morning,

Fall im each Dlank voth ane of te folloeing.

a an (5]

l. Tam going to buy —___ orange,

5

They sell oranges-at the market on the corner

3. Do you have

1. ¥Yes, we have

G, 1'm loaking tor

Weneed

=]

Ho Can you give me
9, Do vou have

L. 1wantte buy

5. Where do thoy se

fruig?
oranges and apples.
I [urnitre in this city?
tabdle, — chairs; and
informmation,
_ advice?
kitchen equipments

pot and [tying pan,

desk,

T'he definite article the is used before a singular noun, a ]':!I:J".-L| 0QLT, OF 8 OOnCount 1omn 1o
refer w a specilic person, place, or thing.
Fheis used when the speaker and the listener hioth kiow which particular item is being referrecd
L

She shiowed me the watch her boyfrend gave her for her birthday.

The {lowers he sent fier were beautiful,

The hurniture  bowghd was cheap.
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FUEin eael Dlande zoith one J_JJI".UM'_,I"{-'HH-:-!.'Eu;{.'

a an (] the
b T Bougla radio vesterday.
20 Where s radio (you bowghiy:
3 Welave — Kitchen equipmentt o sale.
4. Where s Kitchen equipment (that you have on sale)?
5, Ilove fleswers, .
B, Are these — Howers vour friend sent you?
7o Where ls — medicine the doctor gave your

s Are those pills vou are !Elk'm;;'?

informeation,

9, He is looking for _

1t He didn't like — information he got from the compuny.

Write two sentences thal tell about vne thivg you have, Use 4 oran in the first sendenice to introduce it Use the in

the second sentenee to el more abont it

Wiite frve serfertees theed deld atlione sortedfidig yon have wmore Micir eene af. e O3 dn e fiest aereterice fo tridiodieee the

dters, e thve v the vt sendewee fo dell wore abndd the.
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Weite ton sendences that tell about a wencann! item you feoe. Lse € o the first sentence to mbrodiee i, Usethe m
e seconed senteree o tell minve aboud it

Theis used when there is omly one possible relerence:

1 left my kevs in the car. (the car I drive) ;!
Please put the bags in the kitchen, (the only kitchen in the house) f
Please feed the doa (the dog we own) I

Fill i earch Dlawide soatfe v of the following:

a an the o
L. We bought — car last night,
2 CATS Are expensive,
3 varwe bought s a convertible I
4. Doyoulike  canvertibles? E
5. Dovoulike — convertible we boughtz I
. - i
Using Demonstrative Pronouns with Singular, Plural. '
III.'III Mmoot Youns i

There are tour demonstraiive fronouns this, hadt, these, an d thase, Thisand these refer 1o nouns that
are close enough terouch, things thatave few

Use thes before asingular or noncount noun; use these belore a plural noumn:

This watch s the one [ like.
These watchesare very 1::{}}(7:1:;1&'{:. i
This jewelry is very expensive.

That and those refer to nouns that are not close enough to touch, things that are there: |

(3o vou Hke that dress in the store window?
Thase dresses 10 fromt are very prety,
That information sbout the prices 15 not correct,
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il in each blank wath thas, that, these, or those,

-1

hook in my hands 15 very interesting.

Whatare _ things he s car:“j.'ing?

We're goingtosee — new maowie at the Odeon.

Come hereandlookar I_:ir_'.[ur{tﬁ with me.

Who is — girl over there?

Whoare . girls over there?

Hi, I'mn Sally and are my {riends, Amy and (::Clll!‘l.l'lt.:}'.
I'm wearing __ _ sweater because ['mocold.



