
1. Read the poem more than once.  You need to read a poem at least twice to begin to understand it.
2. Read the poem out loud so you can hear the sounds of the words.  Poetry is written to be heard.  If you read poetry silently, it’s like forgetting to put on deodorant – it stinks.  I mean, really.  B.O. is no laughing matter.  
3. Ask yourself, “Who is speaking in the poem?”  Poetry belongs to the world of fan-freakin’-tastic fiction, so the speaker is not necessarily the poet.

4. Ask yourself, “What kind of person is the speaker?”  Try to figure him/her/it out.

5. Is there an identifiable audience?  Who is the speaker speaking to?
6. Figure out the setting in time (hour, season, etc.) and place (indoors, outdoors, city, country, etc.)
7. Are you really reading this at all?  I wonder.  I mean, I’m sitting here typing this when I should be eating lunch but instead I’m working.  Although I did just devour 5 pieces of chocolate from my little “Teacher Appreciation” bag.  Hmm…on we go!

8. Paraphrase the poem.  Put it into your own words.  Be able to tell what’s happening.
9. Look at the poet’s diction.  Please tell me you remember what that is!  You’ll sound so uber smart in 10th grade, and I won’t take any credit at all.  I promise!  How does the poet use connotation & denotation?  (Smart butt alert!  Remember that connotation is the meaning of the words beyond their dictionary definition and denotation is the multiple meaning of a word.)
10. What kind of imagery does the poet use?  What senses are appealed to?  How?
11. Point out and explain any uses of figurative language:  metaphor, simile, personification, symbolism, allegory, irony.  What do these contribute to the total meaning of the poem?
12. What is the tone of the poem?  Is it like your mom saying your full name right before you get in major trouble or is it more like holding hands, riding a unicorn, and chasing a rainbow?
13. What musical devices are used?  These are things like repetition, rhyme, and meter.
14. And, last but not least, describe the form or patterns of the poem.  Is it “normal” or does it have enjambment (we’ll discuss this killer word), what are the margins like, does the poet not capitalize, etc?
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