What lessons can Giglamesh teach us today?
Many students confuse a topic (like “love”) with a theme (like “True love stands the test of time”). To turn a topic into a theme, you must draw a conclusion about what the author is revealing about that topic through the text. What message is the author sending about that given subject? To then turn that theme into a thesis statement, you must explain why that theme is relevant and be able to support it with evidence from the text. Let’s practice with some topics that are present in The Epic of Gilgamesh.
	Topic
	Theme
	Thesis Statement

	Appreciation of what you have
	Sometimes it’s better to be thankful for what you have, rather than long for what you don’t.
	The appreciation of Gilgamesh’s own kingdom is far more powerful than living forever.

	Friendship

	
	

	Grief/Loss

	
	

	Immortality

	
	

	Your choice:

	
	


The Epic of Gilgamesh Final Writing Assignment
Review the list of topics we charted on the reverse side of this handout. Choose one of the topics to focus on for your writing assignment. You are going to be writing a strong introduction paragraph responding to the following prompt:


Gilgamesh dates from as early as 1700 B.C. Despite its ancient 
origins, what lessons can it teach today’s reader?

At the top of the page you will type the theme you come up with, based on the topic you have chosen. Additionally, please underline the thesis statement in your intro paragraph. See below for a model:

Sometimes, true appreciation of life can only follow grief and heartache. In The Epic of Gilgamesh, Gilgamesh learns the hard way that life is short and he must focus on what he has, rather than what he desires. When Enkido dies, Gilgamesh is drowning in sorrow. His only wish is to roam the wilderness as a disheveled human being, paying homage to Enkido, but also seeking immortality for himself. He is seeking everlasting life as a means to achieve happiness. However, the only way to escape death, is to indulge in life, which is exactly the opposite of Gilgamesh’s actions. It is not until all hope seems lost that Gilgamesh is able to realize this life lesson for himself. The loss of his friend and his search for immortality, neither of which he has any control over, teaches Gilgamesh a valuable lesson: the appreciation of his own kingdom is far more powerful than living forever.
Due Date:_____________

Assignment checklist:

____The theme is typed at the top of the page

____The thesis statement is underlined
____The paragraph contains a hook, transition, and thesis statement 

____The thesis statement answers the prompt and is not merely a topic

____The intro paragraph is double spaced
