“Composed Upon Westminster Bridge” and 
“The World Is Too Much with Us”

Questions

1. What is the structure of these two poems? What is this form of poetry called?

2. Identify and explain the following poetic devices in the first poem:

Simile—
Personification—
Metaphor—
Apostrophe—
3. Identify and explain the following poetic devices in the second poem:

Caesura—
Enjambment—
Apostrophe—
Allusion—
4. The speaker in the first poem praises the beauty of the city, but in the second poem finds more value in the natural world. How do you explain the contradiction?

“It Is a Beauteous Evening” Questions

Note: This poem was written in Calais, France, where Wordsworth and his sister had gone to meet Annette Vallon and her child, his French daughter Caroline.
1. What is the structure of this poem? Meter? Rhyme S\scheme?

2. Identify and explain an example of the following in the poem:

Simile—

Personification—

Metaphor—

Allusion—

Apostrophe—

Caesura—

3. How does the speaker respond to nature in contrast to how the child does?
4. What does the speaker mean about the child’s worshiping at the “Temple’s inner shrine”?

5. The “dear Child” of line 9 is Wordsworth’s daughter, whose existence was not suspect until the 20th century, and who was born out of wedlock. Why does he address her here?

6. How does he create a sense of upwelling emotion in lines 8 and 9?
