
Macbeth Essay Prompt

	Part One: Analyze how the title character from the play Macbeth (or Lady Macbeth) changes from the beginning of the story to the end. Focus on Macbeth’s internal changes, using his soliloquies and asides, rather than actions or events in the plot.

Part Two: Interpret how this change contributes to the story’s theme. 


Outline and Rubric

	Title 

____/3 points

	Something original and creative that connects thematically to your topic/thesis; avoid questions and exclamation points (!)

Correctly punctuated—no underlining, first and last words and all main words apart from articles (the, a, an) and prepositions (in, at, etc.) capitalized

	Introduction 
____/10 points
	Hook or engaging opening that again connects thematically to your topic/thesis
Transition from hook to topic of essay if necessary
The title of the work you will be discussing, correctly punctuated, and the full name of the playwright
2-3 background sentences that lead logically into your argument
A clear, strong, complex thesis statement—an argument, opinion, or claim
Thesis sub-points that directly and specifically introduce body paragraph topics


	Body 
____/30 points
	Clear, argumentative topic sentences that directly support thesis statement 
and that give the main analytical point the rest of the paragraph is based on
Ample supporting evidence that is well-integrated, correctly quoted and properly cited 

Commentary that is in-depth and represents higher-level thinking—analysis, synthesis and evaluation

Don’t start or end body paragraphs with a quote!

	Conclusion 
____/10 points
	Summary of what you have argued and demonstrated in your paper
Extension of ideas of the paper into more universal themes
Wrap-up, satisfying closure


	Conventions / Grammar /      Mechanics /   Spelling / Punctuation 
____/6 points
	Avoid the use of “you,” “I,” “one” 
Present tense used 
MLA style throughout, including quotations and citations

Vague pronouns and run-on sentences/comma splices avoided; correct use of semi-colons, colons, capitalization, hyphens, etc. 



	Style 
____/6 points


	Plot summary avoided

Genre correctly referenced 

Literary terms used correctly
Varied syntax, vocabulary, transitions; vivid verbs; fluid prose




TOTAL: ____ / 65
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