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K-12 WRITING ARTICULATION PROJECT
  Grades 9-10 Rubricc 
Response to Literature – Character Development & Thematic Development 

(distinct perspective, consistent tone and precise language, building on essay structure)
Writing Standard 2.2

	Score
	General Descriptors

	4
	· Demonstrates a thorough and thoughtful comprehensive grasp of the text.

· Contains a coherent and insightful thesis.

· Accurately and coherently provides specific textual details to support the thesis and claims.

· Provides a clear and insightful analysis of character development.

· Demonstrates a relationship between character development and theme in an effective, clear, consistent manner.
· Arguments and ideas are structured in a sustained, persuasive and sophisticated way that relates to the thesis.

	
	· Utilizes a variety of sentence structures.

· Uses precise and vivid language that demonstrates knowledge of grammatical conventions.

· Demonstrates mastery of the conventions of the English language and contains few errors.  These errors do not interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing.

· Essay structure is logical, the writer's tone is specific, and essay remains on topic.

	3
	· Demonstrates a comprehensive grasp of the text.

· Contains a thesis that addresses the prompt in a relevant manner.

· Provides specific textual details that address the thesis and claims.

· Provides an effective analysis of character development.

· Demonstrates a relationship between character development and theme.

· Arguments and ideas remain on topic.

	
	· Provides a variety of sentence types. 

· Uses precise and descriptive language that demonstrates knowledge of grammatical conventions.

· Contains some errors in the conventions of the English language.  These errors do not interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing.

· Essay structure is logical and the writer’s tone is consistent.

	2
	· Demonstrates a general grasp of the text.

· Thesis may be unclear or irrelevant.

· Provides few textual details.

· Demonstrates analysis of character development though theme may not be addressed.

· Arguments and ideas are underdeveloped.

	
	· Sentence structure lacks variety.

· Uses predictable language.

· Contains many errors in the conventions of the English language.  These errors may interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing.

· Contains evidence of essay structure.

	1
	· Demonstrates a minimal grasp of the text.

· Thesis is missing.

· Provides no textual details but may provide plot reference.

· Lacking analysis of character development.

· Relies on summary rather than argument.

	
	· Provides limited sentence variety.

· Uses limited vocabulary.

· Contains serious errors in the conventions of the English language.  These errors interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing.

· Essay is unorganized.

	0
	B  = Blank

R  = Student refused to write

W = Wrong prompt

C  = Prompt/directions copied

I   = Illegible

L  = Language other than English

T  = Off topic
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