Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

Notes: chapters eight through ten

“I had meant to be so good, and to do so much at Lowood: to make so many friends, to earn respect and win affection” (83).
What is the significance of this utterance?


“’I would rather die than live—I cannot bear to be solitary and hated, Helen’” (84).

What is the significance of this claim?

What disease causes Helen’s death?
Significance to Bronte?

What are some of the consequences of the typhus epidemic at Lowood?
How does Helen die?
What image does Bronte offer the reader?

Key Events so Far:

Jane Eyre is eighteen.

What triggers her desire to leave Lowood?
Who is Mrs. Fairfax?
What is Thronfield?


Bessie comes to visit Jane.


“’…you were no beauty as a child’” (113).


What did Bessie name her daughter?



What has happened to Georgiana?




What has happened to John Reed?



A Mr. Eyre came to Gateshead.

Who is he?

Where did he go?

Are you on the floor? Holding your head?

Summary: 
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The Red Room


Leaving Gateshead and Telling Mrs. Reed the Truth


Helen’s Death








“’Well, you know Missis always said they were poor and quite despicable: and they may be poor; but I believe they are as much gentry as the Reeds are; for one day, nearly seven years ago, a Mr. Eyre came to Gateshead and wanted to see you; Missis said you were it school fifty miles off; he seemed so much disappointed, for he could not stay: he was going on a voyage to a foreign country, and the ship was to sail from London in a day or two. He looked quite a gentleman, and I believe he was your father’s brother.’�‘What foreign country was he going to, Bessie?’�‘An island thousands of miles off, where they make wine—the butler did tell me—‘Madeira?’ I suggested.�‘Yes, that is it—that is the very word.’�‘So he went?’�‘Yes; he did not stay many minutes in the house: Missis was very high with him; she called him afterwards a ‘sneaking tradesman.’ My Robert believes he was a wine-merchant.’�‘Very likely,’ I returned; ‘or perhaps clerk or agent to a wine- merchant.’
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