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The argument…..
1. Despite the quiet overall tone of the painting, the bowl of ripe fruit in the foreground quietly adds tension to the scene by suggesting that the letter which the girl reads might lead her to sin.

2. The light that gently floods the room solemnizes the act of reading and focuses the viewer on the girl’s engagement with the letter she silently reads.

3. The abrupt framing of this composition engages the viewer by making the viewer feel as if he is glimpsing a private moment.

Choose one. Highlight it.
In the space on the right, explain what the claim means. Discuss complex topics or ideas; restate parts of the claim to clarify the argument.

What piece of evidence—work of art--will support the claim (argument) which you have chosen?

Now, you need to take copious notes about what you see. Describe what can be observed in the painting.


Do you need to add anything about the characteristics of the period? Are they in evidence in this work? Do any of these characteristics matter in terms of the claim?

Is the use of this medium significant in this case? Does the medium which the artist used matter vis-a-vis the claim?

Are issues of patronage significant vis-a-vis the claim?

Is the intended audience significant?
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Jan Vermeer�Girl Reading a Letter �at an Open Window�1657








Summary: As a formal style, Baroque is characterized by 


open compositions in which elements are placed or seem to move diagonally in space


a loose, free technique in which the artist uses rich colors and dramatic contrasts of light and dark


tenebrism : a technique in which forms emerge from a dark background into a strong light that often falls from a single source outside the painting


visual verisimilitude; naturalism; a desire for realism


Often in Baroque Art, the viewer is purposefully drawn into the frame of the work of art so that the viewer becomes a participant. This effect may be achieved through the composition or the content of the work. 





The viewer was expected to be emotionally involved in the work of art; the work was intended to draw the viewer in visually and/or emotionally.











