Unit 3: America Becomes a World Power



   U.S. History
Chapter 10: America Claims and Empire & Chapter 11: The First World War
Standard 11.4 Students trace the rise of the United States to its role as a world power in the twentieth century.
1. List the purpose and the effects of the Open Door policy. 

2. Describe the Spanish-American War and U.S. expansion in the South Pacific. 

3. Discuss America's role in the Panama Revolution and the building of the Panama Canal. 

4. Explain Theodore Roosevelt's Big Stick diplomacy, William Taft's Dollar Diplomacy, and Woodrow Wilson's Moral Diplomacy, drawing on relevant speeches. 

5. Analyze the political, economic, and social ramifications of World War I on the home front. 

6. Trace the declining role of Great Britain and the expanding role of the United States in world affairs after World War II. 

Essential Questions:

1. What motivated America to become an imperialistic nation?

2. How did American Presidents’ foreign policy reflect American imperialism?

3. How did World War I impact the American home front?
Essential Vocabulary Terms:
1. foreign policy:​ A program of action having to do with other countries.
2. Imperialism: a policy in which a strong nation seeks to dominate other countries politically, economically, or socially.
3. Interventionism: Involvement in another country’s affairs
4. Jingoism: extreme chauvinism or nationalism
5. Pacifism: opposition to war or violence
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Unit 3: Extra Credit Films (U.S. History)
1. View one of the following films:

All The King's Men This is a gripping tale about a populist demagogue in a Southern state during the first third of the 20th century. In his relentless drive for power, Willie Stark corrupts most everyone around him. The film is loosely adapted from the Pulitzer prize winning novel by Robert Penn Warren.
The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman This movie is a fictionalized account of the life of one of the last surviving slaves. Starting with Jane Pittman's childhood on a plantation, the film details her life through Reconstruction, the reassertion of the power of the Southern white establishment, the two world wars and the depression, ending with the Civil Rights Movement of the early 1960s. The film is adapted from the book by Ernest Gaines.
Baseball: Inning 3. The Faith of Fifty Million People: 1910 - 1920

Baseball Inning 4. A National Heirloom: 1920 - 1930Ken Burns' nine part documentary on baseball examines the players, the games, and the baseball business. It also provides revealing insights into U.S. social history by showing how the development of baseball followed, and in some cases led, changes in U.S. society as a whole. The series is divided into the following parts:
Boystown This film is a fictionalized account of the life and achievements of Father Flanagan (1886 - 1948), the founder of Boys Town. Since 1917 Boys Town has provided refuge for delinquent and troubled boys (and now girls) of all faiths.
Eleanor Roosevelt This is a PBS documentary about the life of Eleanor Roosevelt. The film is excellent and worth watching several times.
The Glenn Miller Story This film is a Hollywood "biopic" of Glenn Miller, a popular and influential big band leader of the 1930s and early 1940s. Glenn Miller died serving his country in World War II.
Inherit the Wind This drama is loosely based on the "Scopes Monkey Trial," Dayton, Tennessee, 1925.
It's a Wonderful Life Set in upstate New York during the first half of the 20th century, "It's a Wonderful Life" tells the story of a young man who wanted to travel, have adventures, go to college, and be an architect in a big city. But George Baily's responsibilities to his family and to his community kept him from leaving the small town where he grew up. He held down a responsible job, raised a family, treated people decently, and helped out whenever he could. One tumultuous Christmas Eve Baily is shown how much he has meant to those around him, and that happiness can be found in family, friends and fulfilling responsibility, right in your own home town.
 The Jazz Singer A cantor is a person who leads religous songs and chanted prayers in a synagogue. This movie tells the story of a young Jewish boy from a long line of cantors who decides to break with family tradition to become a jazz singer.

Knute Rockne -- All American  his is a romanticized Hollywood biography of Knute Rockne, possibly the most creative football coach of all time.
Matewan "Matewan" is a dramatization of the events leading to the famous Matewan massacre of 1920, in which the mayor, two miners, and seven armed coal company strong-arm men were killed in a shootout.
To Kill A Mockingbird Atticus Finch is a lawyer and single parent in a small Southern town during the Great Depression. When Finch is appointed by the local judge to defend a black man accused of raping a white woman, most people expect only a token defense. A subplot concerns his children's growing friendship with a mentally ill neighbor. The film is based on the Pulitzer Prize winning novel by Harper Lee.
A Tree Grows In Brooklyn The scene is Irish immigrant Brooklyn before the First World War. Katie Nolan's husband is an alcoholic singing bartender who drinks up most of his earnings. They have two children, a daughter and a son. Katie scrubs floors and saves pennies. The film is the story of how this besieged family survives and how the daughter is given an education so that she can have a better life than her parents. The film, adapted from the novel by Betty Smith, is poignantly sad but ultimately uplifting.
2. Complete worksheet: Extra Credit Film Questions

Extra credit must be turned in before the end of the unit to receive credit!

