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STEAM SHOVEL

The dinosaurs are not all dead.

I saw one raise its iron head

To watch me walking down the road
Beyond our house today.

Its jaws were dripping with a load

Of earth and grass that it had cropped.
It must have heard me where [ stopped,
Snorted white steam my way,

And stretched its long neck out to see
And chewed, and grinned quite amiably.

Charles Malam
1. What is the metaphor in this poem?
2. What two things are being compared?
3. What do the two things h;ve in common?

4. Would Charles Malam’s poem be as effective if he had titled it Dinosaurs instead?
How would the meaning of the poem change? Explain.

Exercise 5 METAPHOR

Assignment - Open-ended poem with a metaphor
1. From the original metaphors you have written, choose your favorite metaphor.
2. Use the primary word for your title.

3. Then write three lines. Each line should say something different about the subject, or give
an idea of what it is like. Each line can be either a phrase or a sentence.

4. The last line is a metaphor that begins with the title. It might sum up what you wrote in the
other three lines.

EXAMPLE:

LOVE

Two hands heid tightly
Two faces laughing
Two dreams in one
Love is a circle.

Now write two open-ended poems of your own.
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