Columbine: GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

*ALWAYS support your ideas with examples! Cite pages whenever possible.*

Directions: 

FIRST: Answer the first 4 questions and then choose an additional 6 questions from #5-15 to answer. Each person must take turns writing and everyone should participate in the discussion. 

SECOND: Go through the rest of the questions and decide as a group which 3 questions are most difficult to answer. List the three questions at the end of your group’s answer sheet.

THIRD: Begin creating at 5 questions for Socratic Seminar ON YOUR OWN. You can use 3 of the questions discussed in the second step. 

1. What do you believe was Dave Cullen’s purpose in writing Columbine?*

2. Analyze the rhetoric of Wayne Harris' bullet point lecture for Eric. Does it surprise you that Eric was under this much scrutiny and yet was able to do what he did?*

3. Analyze Cullen's writing style in 'Quiet.' Was this a good place in the book to place the chronology of events from the killer's perspective?*

4. Which rhetorical appeal (ethos, logos, pathos) was used most successfully in this book? Explain your answer.*

5. Why does Cullen title his chapters? What role do these titles play in the message Cullen is trying to convey?
6. Cullen is telling a story for which we already know the outcome. How does he make the story compelling?
7. National polls taken after the attack listed a variety of causes contributing to the attack including violent movies, video games, Goth culture, lax gun laws, bullies, Satan and the parents. 85% of the public in a Gallup poll blamed the parents. What is your opinion of the list and the blaming of the parents?

8. In 'Media Crime' Cullen takes on the myths of the Trench Coat Mafia, Goth outcasts hunting down jocks and other myths. Do you feel this chapter helped clarify the motivations of the killers for you? Why do you think that the public continues to believe these myths?

9. How do you feel Eric matches up with the psychopathy checklist as described for juveniles on page 243? Which of Eric's behaviors exemplify the list Dr. Fuselier checks off on page 239? Given what you've read in the chapter 'psychopath' do you think Eric's parents played a role in his behavior - or was he 'born bad'?
10. The ultimate question that 'Psychopath' leads to is: Do you think Eric Harris was a psychopath? Why or why not? Do you think the label is useful or simply stigmatizing?

11. What did you learn about Dylan Klebold in the chapter 'Gifted Boy'? Do you believe his intellect made him feel different from others (and perhaps an outcast)? Do you think his anger management issues had implications for his eventual depression and violence?

12. In 'Who Owns,' Cullen details the struggle between the school and the media upon its reopening. Does the media seem unnecessarily insensitive to you or are they just trying to do their job? Where do your sympathies lie here - with the parents, the media, or is it mixed?

13. Sue Klebold said that she felt as if they had been hit by a hurricane - and a lawyer told her that people were going to hate her. How do you feel towards her at this point in the book? Do you empathize with her - or do you have conflicted feelings?

14. Was there evidence of bias found as you read Columbine?

15. In the 10 years since Columbine there have been more than 80 school shootings. What lessons have been learned? Do you think this type of violence will ever be stopped?
