British Imperialism in India Trial Assignment
Intro: For this activity we are going to imagine that Great Britain is being put on trial for its imperialism in India. We are imagining that the Indian people have brought a criminal case against Great Britain for all of the activities and actions of the British in India from the 1600s-1900s. You will have your choice of which side you want to represent. 


If you choose to be on the side of the Indians, you will be the prosecuting attorney. This means that you will represent the Indian people in court, and you must convince the judge and jury (me and your classmates) that Great Britain is guilty of exploiting, oppressing, colonizing, and ravaging India.


If you choose to be on the side of the British, you will be the defense attorney. This means that you will represent Great Britain and you must convince the judge and jury (me and your classmates) that Great Britain was right and justified to do all of the things it did in India. 

1) 2 ½-3 Page Opening Statement:

This is your first opportunity to explain to the judge and jury what your argument is. You must explain:

A. What Great Britain did in India

B. Why Great Britain did these things

C. Why Great Britain is guilty/not guilty of any crimes

D. Why you are prosecuting/defending Great Britain

E. Examples of oppression/assistance Great Britain did to India

F. Ways the Indian people were harmed/helped by Great Britain

G. What would happen if Great Britain continued to control India

H. Great Britain’s reasons for colonizing India (good and/or bad)

I. Positive/Negative effects of Great Britain colonizing India

J. What should be done from this point on

K. Why Great Britain should/should not be punished for colonizing India

L. What Great Britain’s punishment should be (if not, why not?)

M. Use biased and subjective language that makes it clear through out which side you are on

N. Prove your point beyond a shadow of a doubt (more examples the better) 

Resources:

A. British Imperialism in India Notes

B. P. 321-325 (British Imperialism in India)

C. P. 405-407 (Nationalism in India: World War I; Amristar Massacre; Mohandas Gandhi) 

