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Like all academic disciplines, literary criticism has special vocabulary. Literary criticism is based in part on the assumption that writing is a purposeful activity and that excellent literature—work of literary merit—is not merely a happy accident. 

During the rest of the year, you will be familiarizing yourself with the terminology that are used in literary criticism and specifically geared for English 1 Honors. 

First semester you will need to complete 8 literary device entries and
Second semester you will need to complete 10  literary device entries from the list below. The list is only a few of the many devices you will encounter while reading; you are in no way constrained to this list, it’s just there for your information – to give you a small sampling of the wonderful world of literary devices.
allegory

alliteration

allusion

assonance

ballad

blank verse

connotation

consonance

denotation

diction

epic

figurative language

figure of speech

foil

free verse

hyperbole

imagery

irony

metaphor

motif

myth 

onomatopoeia

oxymoron

parable

personification

rhyme scheme

simile

sonnet

speaker

soliloquy

symbol
tone

Each literary device entry must include the term, an example, and a discussion of its function.

The examples MUST come from readings assigned in class. A work of literature may only be used twice for the entries. The example must be cited in MLA style.

You may only submit one entry per week until the requirement for each semester is met. Each entry is always due on Friday. You may complete the entries in any order you choose. You are responsible for keeping all of your lit device entries after they have been graded and turning them in all at once near the end of the semester (date TBD). All entries must be typed. Any plagiarism or cheating of any kind will be cause for disciplinary action, a zero on the entry and possible further loss of points. 

Grading Literary Device Entries

Each device is worth 7 points


1 point for correct definition of the device


1 point for accurate example


5 points for the function discussion  (1 for context, 2 for concept, 2 for connection)

Rev=There are two or more errors in citation or conventions. You must find and fix the errors. Staple the revision to the original, highlight the changes on the revision, and submit together by the next submission.

0=The definition of the device and/or example is/are not correct. Fix the problem(s) and resubmit.

2=Definition of device and example are correct, but the function discussion is not adequate.

4-6= Definition of device and example are correct, and the function discussion is satisfactory to good.

7=Bravo!
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My expectations are that you write with precision and depth of analysis. You must adhere to standard guidelines for written English, including citing your sources using MLA format. Use the following guidelines:



Term:

Definition of the literary device selected

Example:
Quotation, cited in MLA style. This is followed by source, including title and author.

Citation
a. Always include the page number when your source is a novel, the line number if it is a poem, and the act/scene/line number if it is a play. Include the author and title of the literary work within your discussion of the function.

b. Put quotation marks around the entire quote, but not around the citation, and put the period outside the citation.

c. Always imbed your quotes within your function discussion, making sure that the sentence into which you integrated your quote is grammatically correct. If you need to change the case of a letter or the tense of the verb, do so by using brackets.

d. Only use ellipses when omitting words from the middle of a quote, not at the beginning or end of a quote.

Example
This is what your example quote would look like. Notice the correct citation, and the brackets around the letter with the case change.

“[T]he forest stood up spectrally in the moonlight” (95).


Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness

This is how that same quote could be imbedded in the function discussion. The author (Conrad) and the title of the work (Heart of Darkness) would have already been mentioned in the discussion.

The descriptions of nature often belie the sinister quality Marlow attributes to the natural world. At one point, he observes that “the forest stood up spectrally in the moonlight” (95).

Function: 
Author’s purpose in employing this language resource at this point in the work.  How does this particular device enhance what the writer is conveying?  You may comment on theme, character, setting, or whatever else is important in explaining how this device functions in this particular instance.  Specifically:


CONTEXT—background of quote (characters, plot, setting)


CONCEPT—literary device (simile, imagery, syntax, etc.)  Discuss how the literary 
device functions in the passage.


CONNECTION—How does the literary device and passage function within the 
entire work?





Literary Device #1: Flashback
Flashback:
A device that allows the writer to present events that happened before the time of the current narration in the work. Flashback techniques include memories, dreams, and stories of the past told by characters or an omniscient narrator.
Example:
“Her wish to escape from this place was more intense than ever within her. And her 
reasons for it ran through her brain like a cattle stampede, raising acrid dust and death and injury – and fear most of all. Her fear had begun in the first frontier hotel in which she had spent a night” (11). 


Williams Forrest. “Plainswoman”
Function: 
Context


In Plainswoman, the protagonist, Nora, is a newlywed young woman who must move from New England onto the plains with her husband Rolf. But, the transition is more difficult than she bargained for. Nora is pregnant and terrified for her and her unborn child. While Rolf and his men have ridden off on the roundup, Nora is left alone with Pleny, the handyman. The handyman approaches Nora on an especially ominous night about his gangrene infected finger and asks her to cut it off. Nora cannot handle this and takes refuge in her room where she recounts the journey that she went through to reach the plains.

Concept



The memory flashback that the omniscient narrator describes gives the reader insight on how the reality of the plains sets in on Nora. It is especially powerful as Nora is terribly upset when the flashback begins since she feels alone and is horrified by the circumstances of Pleny’s finger without the presence of Rolf. Forrest uses the flashback as an explanation as to why Nora is acting so cowardly in the face of the situation of Pleny’s finger, the move to the plains, and her pregnancy, creating sympathy from the reader. Without it, the reader may become impatient with how frightened Nora is of the plains without knowing her story.

Connection



Incidents such as how unconcerned Rolf seemed to be with the birth of the baby on the train, the injured farm worker, and the “flimsiness” of the new surroundings creates the flashback. Rolf’s practical manner surprises Nora just like the rest of the move. By seeing how Nora reflects on the train incident while in a dark mood, the reader can infer the significance of it; she is afraid Rolf will not care about her baby. Rolf was not always so practical (according to the flashback) and changed to fit into the new setting. The “rough prettiness” Rolf describes as the plains also shows that to appreciate the beauty of the plains, one must “rough it” to discover it. Nora is not satisfied with the new Rolf and thinks the plains is partially to blame. This resentment of the plains makes it difficult for her to change into a plainswoman. The flashback exposes the journey that many plainswomen took and how much they sacrificed. It enforces the meaning of the title, “Plainswoman,” by illustrating in the reader’s mind the struggles that many women faced to reach the plains. The reader can see who Nora is and how she belongs on the plains from the flashback device.

[Please note that the author first provides context for the discussion (context), discusses the term itself (concept) then carefully discusses how the literary device specifically functions both in the passage and within the context of the novel as a whole (connection). The author is also careful to use the term in the active voice within the function discussion.]

Format





Example








