The Things They Carried, by Tim  O‘Brien

Thematic Essay

O’Brien’s novel examines the individual and collective experiences and memories of American soldiers in Vietnam.  In his fictional accounts, O’Brien suggests certain truths regarding how we face life’s circumstances and construct our own stories.  

For this essay, select a thematic area that the novel explores.  Using at least three specific vignettes from the novel as evidence, analyze the meaning O’Brien develops in relation to your selected theme.  

Format:  
Project must include a well-written introduction that identifies each of the stories, includes brief contextual background on each of the vignettes you have selected and a clearly written thesis statement that identifies the thematic meaning with which you are working.



Analysis of each vignette in relation to your thesis.  (body paragraphs)

Concluding paragraph that pulls analyses of individual vignettes together, reinforces and universalizes thesis.

Due dates:
Rough draft for read-around and credit:  Friday, 3/25


Revised draft for group work and credit:  Monday, 3/28


Final draft for pass-around editing and credit: Wenesday, 3/30



Final draft for evaluation:  Tuesday, 3/31  (remember to bring two copies)

Suggested length:  4-5 pages
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