English 1-2 Honors Writing Opportunity (bonus points)

Due: March 9, 2012

1. Watch either Romeo & Juliet (1996) directed by Baz Luhrmann, or West Side Story (1961) starring Natalie Wood. 

2. As you view the film, consider the similarities and differences between the text and the film. 
a. During the film, watch for costumes, lighting, camera angles, setting, the background set, the background actors, the music, the transitions from scene to scene, and trends that show the period the film was created.  

b. Listen for differences in the style. We spent a significant amount of time in class analyzing the language of Shakespeare. Did the director make changes to the style? What affect did this have on the story (if any)? 

c. Using specific examples, what parts of the film do you prefer? What parts of the text do you prefer? 

3. In a four-paragraph essay, please write a compare and contrast analysis that evaluates the film and text. 

4. Paragraph 1: Introduction to general themes presented in Romeo & Juliet

Paragraphs 2-3: Discuss several related topics in the film & text. 

Utilize transitions. CD from film will be in the form of examples. 

Paragraph 4: Concludes comparison revealing which style is preferred and why.

5. On the back, please complete a Venn Diagram as your planning notes. You may also do additional planning notes. 
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