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The Hobbit J. R. R. Tolkien

Analyzing Literature Worksheet

Setting and Characterization

Setting refers to the time and place in which the events of a literary
work occur. A setting may reveal a lot about the character who lives
there.

Each quotation below describes a setting in The Hobbit. On the lines
after the character whose name is in parentheses, write a sentence stat-
ing what the setting suggests about the character.

1. “The door opened on to a tube-shaped hall like a tunnel: a very com-
fortable tunnel without smoke, with panelled walls, and floors tiled
and carpeted, provided with polished chairs, and lots and lots of pegs
for hats and coats. . . . bedrooms, bathrooms, cellars, pantries (lots
of these), wardrobes (he had whole rooms devoted to clothes),
kitchens, dining-rooms, all were on the same floor, and indeed on the
same passage.”

(Bilbo Baggins)

2. “There are strange things living in the pools and lakes in the hearts
of mountains. . .. Even in the tunnels and caves the goblins have
made for themselves there are other things living unbeknown to
them that have sneaked in from outside to lie up in the dark.”

(Gollum)

3. “Before him lies the great bottommost cellar or dungeon-hall of the
ancient dwarves right at the Mountain’s root. It is almost dark so
that its vastness can only be dimly guessed, but rising from the near
side of the rocky floor there is a great glow. The glow of Smaug! . . .
Beneath him . . . and about him on all sides stretching away across
the unseen floors, lay countless piles of precious things, gold
wrought and unwrought, gems and jewels, and silver....”

(Smaug)

4. “In fact the subjects of the king mostly lived and hunted in the open
woods, and had houses or huts on the ground and in the branches.
The beeches were their favourite trees.”

(Wood-elves)
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