
Writing Prompt:
Write a response to literature essay for the short story, “Fish Cheeks”, by Amy Tan in which you present your understanding of the theme (title, conflict, character). Support your ideas with examples or evidence from the text.

Remember to convey:

· A strong understanding of the author’s message and your insight into the character/s and the ideas presented in the story;

· A well organized essay around several ideas/ images from the story;

· Justify your interpretation by giving examples and citing from the text
Outline:
Introduction:

· Hook: quote, question, general statement, description

· TAGS: Title, author, genre, synopsis (summary)

· Thesis (writer’s opinion/statement responding to the prompt: theme)
Body Paragraph 1:

· Main idea (Character development)
· Concrete detail (text/story: quote, description)

· Explanation of the concrete detail (1-2 sentences)

· Concrete detail (detail about the character from the middle of story)

· Explain your understanding of this detail

· Concrete detail (…of the character’s development from the end of story)

· Explain

Body Paragraph 2:

Main idea: (Character actions/conflict)
· Concrete Detail:

· Explanation

Body Paragraph 3:

Main idea: Title’s significance

Explanation

Conclusion:
· Restate your thesis (theme: character, conflict, title)

· Snappy ending

