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Guidelines for Writing the Internal Assessment
The IB curriculum for the HL History class requires that every student produce a research paper that includes proper documentation (footnotes and bibliography).  This paper is known as the Internal Assessment (IA).  The paper must follow a specific format (different from that of the Extended Essay).  It should be no less than 1,600 words (not including footnotes and bibliography) and must be no more than 2,000 words.  The paper should be double-spaced in twelve-point font with one inch margins.  EACH SECTION MUST BE CLEARLY MARKED WITH THE HEADINGS INDICATED BELOW.  
Twenty-five total points are available.  The relative weight of each section is indicated in brackets.  The number of words per section should roughly coincide with the attributed points.  This estimate is indicated in parentheses.  Each point earned will be multiplied by four, in order to ascertain a percentage score.  
A
The plan of investigation (150-200 words)



[3 points]

B
Summary of Evidence (400-600 words)



[6 points]

C
Evaluation of sources
(300-400 words)



[5 points]

D
Analysis (400-600 words)





[6 points]

E
Conclusion (100-200 words)





[2 points]

F
Bibliography (not included in word count)



[3 points]

Here is a description of the content of each section of the IA.  

A
the plan of investigation (3 POINTS)
· Approximately 150-200 words in length

· A clear and concise statement of the research question. 

· A clear and concise statement of the scope of the investigation that clearly indicates the
· time frame (when)

· major figures (who)

· key events and issues addressed (what)
· The purpose of this study in relation to the established historiography on this topic. (why)
· The principal sources used to examine the question (how)
· The organizational structure (thematic, chronological, geographic)

B
Summary of EVIDENCE (6 POINTS)
· approximately 400-600 words in length

· a presentation of the key factual information asserted by various sources (secondary and primary) directly related to the research question.
· Provide the key evidence asserted by authorities (secondary and primary) arguing different points of view on the research question
· The candidate must write in complete paragraphs and the summary must clearly and accurately link to a specific page or set of pages in the source being referenced.
· This section reveals the ability of the candidate to summarize extensive material fully, clearly, and concisely within the framework of a specified word limit.  This type of task is an indispensable skill for survival at university.
C
Evaluation of main sources chosen by the author (5 POINTS)
· Approximately 300-500 words in length 

· Identify a selection of TWO of the main sources you have used in the Summary of Evidence.  You can choose from either primary or secondary  sources.  
· Provide a critical analysis of the sources used.  Do NOT use this section to summarize the source.  You should already have done this in Section B (Summary of Evidence). 
· Use the following criteria for evaluating the TWO sources.  IB refers to this criteria as the OPVL.  The acronym is explained below, and more information on it can be found at:  www.online.ibo.org ).   
· Origin:  
· the who (author and intended audience)
· what (nature of document) e.g.

· memoir

· journal

· photograph

· statistical table

· when was the document produced?
· where was the document produced (if pertinent)

· Purpose:  why was the document or artifact produced?
· Value IN RELATION TO THE QUESTION BEING ASKED
· Limitations of the source IN RELATION TO THE QUESTION BEING ASKED AND IN COMPARISON WITH OTHER POTENTIAL SOURCES.  The basic question:  To what extent does this document or artifact answer the research question?
D
Analysis (6 POINTS)
· 400-600 words 

· This section examines the importance of the investigation in its historical context.
· What reasonable conclusions can be drawn from the evidence that has been presented?

· What reasonable conclusions can NOT be drawn from the evidence that has been presented?

· What light does the evidence shed on broader historiographical debates?

· What types of study would be useful to further clarify the issue?
· Select a few of the most important findings and examine them in detail rather than engaging many findings in a superficial manner.  The key to effectively engaging this section is to retain focus on the overall importance of the investigation.  

· The distinction between summary and analysis is one of the most difficult concepts for young scholars to master.  The analysis MUST BE firmly grounded in what was presented in evidence.

· Students are encouraged to find authoritative book reviews in scholarly journals to help them frame the importance of the sources used.  Book reviews also help young scholars avoid getting lost in the often overwhelming detail of scholarly books.  Book reviews are also great ways to get at the specific contributions of particularly studies to our understanding of the topic engaged.
E
Conclusion (2 POINTS)
· 150-200 words 

· a brief summary and analysis of the author’s main conclusions and contributions to historical understanding

· Do not introduce new evidence into the conclusion.  The conclusion must derive from what was covered in the body of the investigation.  Assertions made in the analysis must derive from information provided in the summary of evidence.  This point is especially important in the IA.  
F
BIBLIOGRAPHY (3 POINTS)
· All bibliographic entries must be cited in footnotes.

· All bibliographic and footnote citations MUST follow The Chicago Manual of Style (Turabian)

· All entries must be alphabetical.

· If more than one primary source is used, separate primary from secondary sources.

· Be sure to know the difference between an editor and an author.

· The bibliography in your final draft should NOT be annotated.

Here are a few more general guidelines.

· Organization, consistency, and logic.

· Be absolutely precise with language and consistent with development of thought.  There are only about 150-200 sentences in a 2000 word paper.  Each word and each sentence counts.

· Do not copy lengthy sections directly from a source.  This usually reflects an insufficient digestion of the complex detail that much academic writing entails.  This is why summarizing and note-taking throughout the reading of the book is important.  That is to say: write before, during, and after you read.

· Be aware of your reader (including me).  Be sure to define your terms clearly and do not assume knowledge that is not of a general nature.

· .
  This is how footnotes are made!  First the period, then the superscript!
· “ Footnoted quotations are done like this.”

· Avoid useless adjectives and adverbs:  “Highly imperialistic.”  “Really huge contribution.” 

· THE ANALYSIS MUST INCLUDE A WORD COUNT AT THE END AND ON THE COVER PAGE..  The word count does not include words in the footnotes, bibliography, or in the title.
� Footnotes are usually done like this, at the end of a sentence.


� Footnoted quotations are done like this!
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