Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

Notes: chapters 33-34

Jane Finds a Family and Gains Financial Independence 
Jane inherits £20,000 from her Uncle John Eyre.  About 3million dollars in today’s money (that is a conservative calculation).

1. What does she almost immediately decide to do now that she is a wealthy woman?

2. What does Jane also learn through her Uncle John’s lawyer (Mr. Briggs)?




“’Did no one go to Thornfield Hall, then? Did no one see Mr. Rochester?’
‘I suppose not.’
‘But they wrote to him?’
‘Of course.’
‘And what did he say? Who has his letters?’” (487).

3. What does this exchange between St. John and Jane reveal ?

“I know no medium: I never in my life have known any medium in my dealings with positive, hard characters, antagonistic to my own, between absolute submission and determined revolt. I have always faithfully observed the one, up to the very moment of bursting, sometimes with volcanic vehemence, into the other; and as neither present circumstances warranted, nor my present mood inclined me to mutiny, I observed careful obedience to St. John’s directions; and in ten minutes I was treading the wild track of the glen, side by side with him” (513).
4. What do Jane’s words reveal (and confirm) about her personality?

“’God and nature intended you for a missionary’s wife. It is not personal, but mental endowments they have given you: you are formed for labour, not for love. A missionary’s wife you must—shall be. You shall be mine: I claim you—not for my pleasure, but for my Sovereign’s service’” (515).
5. What offensive claim is St. John making?


“…he asks me to be his wife, and has no more of a husband’s heart for me than that frowning giant of a rock, down which the stream is foaming in yonder gorge. He prizes me as a soldier would a good weapon; and that is all” (519).

6. Why are Jane’s words so significant? What do they reveal about her conception of the purpose of marriage?






“’ I, too, do not want a sister: a sister might any day be taken from me. I want a wife: the sole helpmeet I can influence efficiently in life, and retain absolutely till death’” (520).

7. Why are St. John’s words so significant?





“And with that answer he left me. I would much rather he had knocked me down” (525).

8. Why is Jane so upset?

Reflection: Have your feelings or beliefs or opinions about St. John Rivers changed? Is he a “better” man than Edward Rochester?
Arguments about the purpose of marriage.
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