John Keats (1795-1821)

· One of the most gifted writers of the Romantic Era

· Died at the tragic age of 25 of tuberculosis

· Seemed to have a presentiment of his death

· Quintessential Romantic lyric poet—believed in the individual perception of the world, the private, internal self—emotions, anxieties, love, loss, etc. projected onto the outside world; embraced the imagination, art
· Themes in Poetry: sensual experience, time, the passage of time, the fleeting, transient nature of youth and life, beauty, mortality and eternity

· Indifferent to his studies, but was an avid reader

· Parents died when he was young, his brother died of tuberculosis before him

· Began writing poetry at age 18

· Fell passionately in love when he was 23 but his poor health and poverty prevented him from marrying her

· Moved to Italy for health reasons but died less than 6 months later

