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AP Art History

Text:  Gardner’s Art through the Ages, 14th Edition

Course Description:

The Advanced Placement History of Art course is designed to introduce students to the understanding and enjoyment of works of art.  Students are introduced with Western Art beginning with prehistoric art and ending with art of the twenty-first century.  Non-western art will be presented to provide a cultural diverse aesthetic appreciation. Through readings, research images, videos, and museum visits students will view important artworks from around the world. Writing skills will be an important factor in description, analysis, and comparison of these works. This course requires a high degree of commitment to academic work.  
Course Objectives:

A. The course is intended to provide students a historical development of art through its major movements and present art work from different movements and cultures.  Students will develop skills in identifying, describing, and analyzing works of art through written and oral critique of art. 
B. Students will learn to identify common characteristics among diverse artworks based on periods/ styles and themes. The course will provide artistic perception as students’ respond and encounter art in slide/ power point and lecture presentations to make judgments about paintings, sculpture, and architecture.

C. The course will provide creative expression as students are introduced to hands on work as they create art in the manner and techniques of major 
D. Students will cultivate an appreciation for all styles of art and will relate works of art to their proper cultural and historical origins.

Student Skill Objective:

Upon completion of this course, a student should be able to:

A. Identify works of art in terms of their historical placement, media, and artist, from the prehistoric era to 21st Century. 

B. Demonstrate the use of language of the artist (i.e. line, form, color, space, and composition) in speaking and writing about art.

C. Demonstrate the ability to recognize the aesthetic quality of art forms.

D. Draw reference from historical analogies and prototypes in order to relate works ranging widely in time and space.

E. Complete all work which includes writings, research papers, projects, notebook on a college level.

Activities:

Students will need to critically write, interpret and analyze art on a weekly basis.
Projects will be given on a weekly basis per chapter; which may include writings and research development.
Evaluation:

Students’ progress will be evaluated by visual, verbal, and written examinations, class projects and writings in the following areas:

A. Identifying works of art through visual identification.

B. Knowing outstanding facts through exam/ quiz.

C. Using language of the artist/ art movement through written and oral projects.

Student Evaluation
1st Semester


Tests (4)


40%


Midterm Examination

20%


Final Examination

20%


Paper/ Project


20%

2nd Semester


Tests (4)


40%


Midterm 


20%

Final Examination

20%


Paper/ Project


20%
Course Curriculum:

1st Semester


Introduction to Art/ Vocabulary/ Learning to look at Art


Prehistoric; Paleolithic, Neolithic.

Mesopotamian; Ancient Near East; Theocracy to Empire.

Egypt; Art as a Means to Eternal Life.


Aegean

Greek; Man as a Measure of All Things.


Ancient China


Etruscan; The Cult of the Dead and Reverence for Greek Models.


Roman; Power and Glorification of the State.


Ancient India


Early Christian; Forging a Spiritual Style from Rome.


Byzantine


Islamic 

Early Medieval; Celtic, Viking, Hiberno-Saxon, Carolingian, and Ottonian.


Romanesque; The Triumph of Faith and Age of Pilgrimages.


Sung Dynasty Chinese


Gothic

Early Renaissance 

Renaissance 

High Renaissance 

High Renaissance, Northern Europe

2nd Semester

Venetian Renaissance 

Mannerism and Counter-Reformation

Italian Baroque 

India


Flemish and Spanish Baroque

Dutch and French, English Baroque

Pre-Columbian


American Indian


Rococo


Enlightenment


Neoclassicism


 
Romanticism

Japan


Realism

Impressionism


Post-Impressionism


West Africa


Cubism


Fauvism


German Expressionism


Dada


Surrealism


Bauhaus


De Stijl


United States Art of the 19th and 20th Centuries


Post WW II Art and Postmodern Art

21st Century, Innovation and Continuity in Art

Review


AP Art History Exam

