SUMMER READING: GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

*ALWAYS support your ideas with examples! Cite pages whenever possible.*

Directions: 

FIRST: Answer the questions in your group. Each person must take turns writing and everyone should participate in the discussion. 

SECOND: Go through the rest of the questions and decide as a group which 3 questions are most difficult to answer. List the three questions at the end of your group’s answer sheet.

THIRD: Begin creating at least 5 questions for Socratic Seminar ON YOUR OWN. You can use the questions discussed in the second step. 
Themes of SH5 & TTTC (Discuss each one and provide support/examples from the novels):

1. Physical & Emotional Burdens

2. Fear of Shame as Motivation

3. Blurring of Fact & Fiction: Cause & Effect 

4. Ambiguous Morality -> Blurring between right vs. wrong

SH5 Discussion Questions:

1. Discuss the importance of the quote, “’Why don’t you write an anti-glacier book instead?’” (Vonnegut 3). How is an anti-war book like an anti-glacier book?
2. What is the significance of Vonnegut mentioning Lot’s wife on page 21? What exactly is it that he loves about her?
3. Vonnegut is the master of irony. Where do you see ironic scenes/situations in SH5?
4. Discuss the importance of the repetition of the sayings, “So it goes,” and/or “Poo-tee-weet?” as motifs and how they appear in SH5.
5. In Chapter 2, Vonnegut states that Billy’s mother, “like so many Americans, was trying to construct a life that made sense from things she found in gift shops.” What do you think this means? Does this ring true in society today? [Hint: materialism]
6. In Chapter 4, what is the significance of Billy seeing the war movie in reverse? What statement is Vonnegut trying to make?

7. Billy is portrayed as abnormally detached from reality. Why is he like this? Why does Vonnegut accentuate this (what point is he trying to make about Billy)? 
8. Why does Billy need the fantasy life of Tralfamadorian life?
9. What is the moral or message of SH5?
10. Discuss the following themes as they appear in SH5:

a. Religion (Aliens as a surrogate God, Billy as Jesus, the idea that Christians are cruel)

b. Fatalism (Believing everything happens as a result of fate)
c. Need for love, friendship

d. Horrors/coldness/inhumanities/revenge in war

TTTC Discussion Questions:

1. In the title story, soldiers carry things both tangible and intangible. Which were heavier? 
2. Why is the first story told in the third person? In “The Man I Killed”, the word “I” is not used once and the story is also told in third person. Why does the author use these different perspectives?
3. “A true war story, if truly told, makes the stomach believe” (O’Brien 78). Which stories in this collection made your stomach believe and felt true? Why?
4. The soldiers often told jokes or did absurd things to be “funny”, such as shaking the hands of a dead man. Why do they do this?
5. In “The Lives of the Dead,” O’Brien writes, “Stories can save us” (O’Brien 225). How do stories save the narrator?
6. Tim O'Brien once made the following assertion in an interview with Texas Monthly: 
"Good movies -- and good novels, too -- do not depend upon 'accurate portrayals.' Accuracy is irrelevant. Is the Mona Lisa an 'accurate' representation of the actual human model for the painting? Who knows? Who cares? It's a great piece of art. It moves us. It makes us wonder, makes us gape; finally makes us look inward at ourselves." 
(Texas Monthly, Nov. 2002. Qtd. In http://illyria.com/tobhp.html#Newsletter ) 

Discuss this assertion in relation to TTTC.
