
“An E-Ticket Ride!” 
by Dr. Greg Plutko, Superintendent 

Huntington Beach Union High School District 
 
 
In the early 1940s Walt Disney had a dream to build an entertainment park for people in 
and around Southern California.  His passion was to create a place which would exist to 
make people laugh, forget their troubles, and find joy. 
 
Walt took his idea to his board of directors.  Their feedback was not all that flattering. 
expressing that his idea was crazy and would never work.  In fact, Henry Ford, who was 
on his board of directors, said, “I wouldn’t give a dime to build a carnival in the middle 
of a bean field.”  And so…the challenge had begun…to build something special and 
impact peoples’ lives in a new and exciting way. 
 
It was Disney’s unwavering focus for his project and determination to finish that made it 
such a success. And, it was this characteristic that Mr. Disney carried with him 
throughout his career. “When you believe a thing, believe it all the way, implicitly and 
unquestionably,” Disney said. “When we get into a new project, we believe in it all the 
way.” We have confidence in our ability to do it right. And we work hard to do the best 
possible job.”  It is on that foundation that I see the powerful and dynamic relationship 
between teachers and students…they both have a determined and unwavering focus of 
belief in their future!  A powerful learning bond is forged, and possibilities begin to soar. 
 
Disneyland, created by Walt Disney, opened in 1955.  It is the number one place which 
people visit when they come to Southern California.  It is very clear to those who work at 
Disneyland that their responsibility is to serve those who come.  Like Disneyland, 
schools must honor their mission and purpose.  Our purpose is to prepare students to meet 
an ever-changing and complex world (yes, as the song goes, “It’s a Small World After 
All”).  Students must leave our schools well equipped to think, to create, and to 
contribute to our world.  Seeing our students walk across the stage at graduation and 
attending so many colleges and universities, I know we are true to the mission and 
purpose. 
 
Whether you’re working on a specific project, essay, or challenging problem, your vision, 
mission, and purpose are the keys to your success.  Kathryn Alesandrini, author of 
Survive Information Overload, writes, “Nothing else is as important to your success as 
developing and communicating your vision to others.”  Kathryn also says, “A mental 
vision is good, a spoken vision is better, and a written vision is better still.  But a vision 
explained through a variety of methods is the most effective.”  Our teachers, much like 
Walt Disney, complete life-changing projects through the lives and futures of their 
students…our daily mission and purpose is clear…okay, a full “E” Ticket ride! 
 
 


