Byzantine Empire

Section 3 Notes – Byzantine Civilization
1. A Unique Culture

a. Preserving Roman Law

i. Roman system may have been lost  - Byzantine preserved

ii. Justinian liked order

iii. Inherited (from Rome) local laws, imperial laws, and judges decision – found confusing

1. Had group of lawyers organize the material

2. Result was Justinian’s Code – published in 529

a. Protect individual rights

b. Allowed women to inherit property

c. Preserved Rome legal tradition

b. Art and Architecture

i. Architecture

1. Hagia Sophia

a. Cross floor plan – like all churches

b. Had a dome – 185 feet above floor

c. Lamps gave a glow

ii. Art

1. Formal, flat, and religious

2. Icons and mosaics were most common

c. Education and Literature

i. Important

ii. Children learned to read

iii. Older children learned philosophy, math, and music

iv. Libraries saved manuscripts from Greece and Rome

1. Homer’s epic works

2. Greek and Roman philosophers

2. The Spread of Byzantine Culture

a. The Lure of Constantinople

i. Culture spread in two ways

1. Merchants to trade

2. Scholars to study

3. Visitors took ideas home with them

b. Missionary Work

i. Culture also spread through missionary work
ii. Missionaries began to travel to Eastern Europe

1. Home of Slavs – Russia, Serbs, and Bulgarians 

2. Cyril and Methodius most famous missionaries

a. Brothers

b. Gave up wealth to become priests

c. Worked with Slavs – known as the “Apostles to the Slavs”

d. King of Moravia asked Emperor Michael III to send missionaries

i. Sent Cyril and Methodius because knew the language

ii. Cyril invented alphabet for Slavic language – letters based on Greek alphabet

iii. Together translate Bible for Slavs to read

iv. As a result, many Eastern Europeans practice Eastern Orthodox Christianity today

c. The Conversion of the Russians

i. Missionaries inspired by Cyril and Methodius traveled to Rus (Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia)

ii. Prince Vladimir of Rus sent officials to Constantinople to learn about faith – dazzled by Hagia Sophi
1. Reported back 

2. Soon after converted – Prince Vladimir and state religion changed 

3. The End of the Byzantine Empire

a. Constant invasions

i. West – Germanic tribes re-captured lands taken by Justinian

ii. East – Persians

iii. South – Arabs

iv. North – Slavs

b. Defense

i. Thick Walls hard to penetrate

ii. Greek fire – could burn in water

c. Empire destroyed bit by bit over time – emperors continued to rule Constantinople

d. City finally fell to Turks in 1453

i. Turks new weapon was gunpowder

ii. Turks used cannon to hurl 1200 lb. balls 

