
Parent Signature: 

  

 

_____________________________________________________ 

Student Signature: 

  

 

_____________________________________________________ 

Dear Parents/ Guardians, 
 

My name is Gabriel Aguilar, and I will be working with your student this year in United States History.  

My most important objective for this course will be to provide every student with the opportunity to 

develop the skills necessary to flourish in their lives beyond my classroom, by creating and 

sustaining a very high level of interest in the study of United States History.  I promise to do all that I can 

to ensure an exciting and worthwhile learning experience throughout the year.  In order for me to be 

successful in teaching your student, I will need your help!  If you could monitor your student's attendance, 

participation, homework and projects, it would be greatly appreciated.  With your guidance, your student 

will have a greater opportunity for learning as the school year progresses.   
 

The new parent portal is a powerful tool for monitoring and supporting your student’s progress.  It is my 

intention to regularly update student grades which are visible to the parent portal.  You can expect to see a 

number of new assignment and assessment grades posted approximately every 2 weeks.  This schedule 

follows the instructional calendar for my class, where students complete a unit of study, with an exam, 

approximately every 2 weeks.  After each assessment, students are responsible for turning in a unit 

packet, which contains the majority of the class work & homework assignments for that unit.  After 

grading the exams, it usually takes me a few days to score and post the packet grades.   

 

Please be aware that the time it takes to grade homework packets and exams fluctuates, depending on the 

size and scope of the assignment(s).  For example, a multiple choice exam on a scantron form can be 

graded much quicker than an exam with short answer or essay responses…especially when you multiply 

that by classes with over 35 students.  Following each exam, I spend time in class reviewing exam 

questions and clarifying any questions that might have arisen from the assessment.  This helps students to 

monitor their learning, while they await their exam scores. 

 

Using the parent portal to monitor your student’s progress will help to ensure that they are keeping up 

with the workload, completing assignments and exams successfully, and acting responsibly in their efforts 

to study U.S. History.  As such, I ask for your help in addressing any questions or concerns that you 

might have regarding your student’s progress.  Please take the time to speak with your student directly 

about their progress.  If you believe more information is needed, have your student speak directly to me 

about any questions that might arise.  It is important to teach our students that they need to be personally 

responsible for staying informed about their academic progress. Perhaps even more important than this, I 

believe students need to learn how to interact with their teachers and ask for clarification or help 

regarding their progress.  This is an extremely important skill to learn as they prepare for college and/or 

the work force.  I will always be available to provide students with a greater understanding of their 

progress, and to offer support and suggestions on how they can be successful in my class.  

 

This packet outlines the class content, requirements, philosophy, methodology and highlights of my 

United States History class.  I hope that you will take some time to review this information with your son 

or daughter.  

 

Thank you for taking a direct role in supporting your student’s academic success, and I look forward to 

working with your student this year.  Feel free to contact me with any questions you may have about the 

class, or you student’s performance.  (909) 594-1405, ext.33512 or at gaguilar@wvusd.k12.ca.us  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mr. Gabriel Aguilar 

Instructional Dean, DBHS 
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