Reading Response Suggestions

As we study various novels, short stories, plays, poems and essays in this class, you will be required to complete reading responses.  Effective reading responses demonstrate your thoughtful interaction and reflection upon the text studied.  Each reading response should be approximately 11/2 pages in length and double-space typed or written in blue or black ink.  For reading responses that are based on a visual, include a 1/2- 1 page written explanation.  While studying selected literature this year, strive for variety in the types of responses, and work to integrate evidence from the text to support your interpretations.  Plot summaries or Spark Notes style character descriptions/analyses are not acceptable in any form!  All reading responses should represent your own thoughts and ideas about the section of reading completed.  Do not consult on-line sources for analyses; think for yourself and be confident in your ideas.
Passage analysis
 Select a meaningful passage or passages and analyze its meaning and discuss the how it connects to ideas/actions/character development in the work;  


Select a descriptive passage that you appreciate for its style, technique and meaning; 

Style analysis:
Select a significant passage and analyze the stylistic techniques that the author uses to develop character, the relationship between characters, conflict, thematic idea, or tone. 

Discuss the images the writing evokes and analyze how the writer develops these pictures and feelings.

For all passage interpretations be sure to cite page number(s) and include brief contextual background to describe what is happening in the work at the time the passage occurs.
Describe characters:
Relate interesting characters to characters in other novels/plays/films you have read/viewed;


Analyze personalities and "types" of characters;


Discuss characters in relation to their historical time period.


Do not do a standard character description like those easily found on-line.

Theme analysis:
Discuss recurrent or dominant themes you find in the work; be sure to include specific textual references to support your ideas; remember to explain theme(s) as universal ideas/truths found in the work and in life itself.

Historical Significance
Consider and compare events, attitudes and values in the work to the time period in which it occurs or was written;


Compare the work to other novels/plays/films from the same or different time periods. Be sure to cite any sources used.
Comparison
Compare situations, ideas, characters and/or themes in the work with another literary work, film, television show, current event, social phenomenon, art, or piece of music.

Original Artwork, Poetry, Computer Graphic, Video or Musical Composition


Create an artistic interpretation of a scene, character, thematic idea or personal response to a section of the work; a detailed written explanation of the connections between your original interpretation and the literary work is required.

Journal Entries, Letters, E-Mails


Pen a series of correspondence between characters, the author and a reader, or a character from one work and another.

Dialogue
Write a dialogue between two characters, readers, the author and a reader, the author and a character, a critic from the author's time period and the author.

Other Ideas?
See me and maybe we will add yours to the list.
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