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	Introduction


	 

 

	"To think that a once scrawny boy from Austria could grow up to become Governor of California and stand in Madison Square Garden to speak on behalf of the President of the United States- that is an immigrant's dream.  It is the American Dream."  -Arnold Schwarzenegger  

Arnold Schwarzenegger is an individual who embodies the American Dream- he rose from obscurity to power through hard work.

Willy Loman, the protagonist of The Death of a Salesman, does not live to see his dream fulfilled.  The American Dream guided his life- but it also drove him mad.  However, if you could change some of his character traits, could Willy have achieved the success of the American Dream?

 



	Task
 

 

	-For this project, you will work in groups and create a number of alternative lives for Willy Loman and his family.  As you know, Willy had some character flaws that led to his destruction.  I am allowing you to remove some of these character flaws and then decide how this would have changed his life.

 

-Use what we know about his life from the book as background information, but feel free to alter his life dramatically.  You get to choose the time and place for your story, although it must occur approximately in the same period that the original does.  Be creative!

 

-You will write Willy’s new life story in the format of a play.  Please follow the same structure that our book uses.

 

-One restriction I will place on you is that all of the other core characters (Linda, Biff, Happy, Bernard and Uncle Ben) must remain in the play.  While his status and personality may change, he still marries Linda, has two children, etc.  In addition, all of the characters should participate, meaning that we should find out some new information about each of them (or find out that they would have stayed exactly the same).

 

- You will work in groups of four for this project.  Each member of the group will change one of Willy’s character traits, and then write his or her own mini-play for how Willy’s life could have turned out.  You will hand in all four mini-plays as one project- The Life of a Salesman.

 

-Each mini-play should be four to six pages in length, in 12 point font.

	


	Process


	 

 

	1-  Form groups of four.  As always, I will allow you to choose your own groups.  You will be working with these for a while- choose wisely.  If you have trouble forming groups, I will help you.

 

2-  Next you will divide out the roles.  Each member of the group will have to write his or her own story based on Willy Loman having one different character trait.  I will provide these different roles to you, but you will decide who writes about each.

 

                Roles:

                A-  Willy values his children’s academics more than athletics.

                B-  Willy’s father and brother did not leave when he was a child- he had a male role model.

                C-  Willy is more decisive and went to Alaska with his brother Ben.

                D-  Willy lets his children decide what they want to do with their lives.

                E-  You choose to change another character trait.  This must be presented to me for approval.

 

                One person per group can choose to do E, which can be substituted for any of the other roles

To reiterate, you are in groups of four, and you each take one of the roles and write a mini-play based around that change.  If you have trouble deciding who does what role, I will help.

 

3-  Make sure your play deals with the same themes/symbols in the Death of a Salesman.  You do not have to include all themes/symbols, but use at least two.  These include, but are not restricted to:

                Being well-liked/personal attractiveness

                Stealing/Sleeping around when times get bad

                The flute/music

                Linda’s stockings

                Happy looking for attention

4-  Work as a group to brainstorm ideas on what each of you can write.  Remember, although you are writing your individual mini-plays, you are handing them in together as a group project. 

 

5-  Begin writing your mini-play.  Each mini-play should be four to six pages in lenth, in 12 point font.  Follow the same format that our play does- they should look the same (i.e. narrator is in italics...)

 

6-  When each group member has finished step five, you will read all of your group-mates mini-plays, making corrections as necessary.  You will decide which play is best/most entertaining and will perform that play in class.

 

7-  On the day that you perform your play, you hand in all 4 mini-plays together.  At this point, you will have completed “The Life of a Salesman”


	Evaluation


	 

 

	Category 
&
Score
Beginning 1
Developing 2
Very Good 3
Exemplary 4
Score
Character Development

The author doesn't know anything about the characters.

The main characters are named. The author does not know much about the characters.

The main characters are named and clearly described. I think that you know the characters and their traits.

The main characters are named and clearly described. It is clear that you know the characters and their traits.

%25

Creativity

There is little creativity in the story. The author does not seem to have used much imagination.

The story contains a few creative details and/or descriptions, but they distract from the story. The author has tried to use his imagination.

The story contains a few creative details and/or descriptions that contribute to the reader's enjoyment. The author has used his imagination.

The story contains many creative details and/or descriptions that contribute to the reader's enjoyment. The author has really used his imagination.

%25

Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation

The final draft has more than 3 errors.

There are 2-3 errors.

There is one error.

There are no spelling, grammatical or punctuation errors in the final draft.

%25

Performance

The play was definitely not practiced.

It does not seem like the play was practiced.

The play has clearly been practiced, but there is some confusion/ 
awkward pauses.

The play has clearly been practiced. There is no confusion/ 
awkward pauses.

%25

Total Score:

%100




