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English 3-4 CP: Beowulf Study Guide Questions

Please answer on a separate sheet of paper and attach this sheet when you turn in. 

Chapters 31-35

1. Find a passage that demonstrates that Beowulf is acting as is most esteemed and valued in his culture, and shunning that which is most reprehensible:

2. What surprising information do we learn about Beowulf as a young man?

3. What does Beowulf receive as a reward from his king?

4. What is the line of succession that leads to Beowulf becoming king? How long does he rule? 

5. What happens at the end of Chapter 31? How does the feud with the dragon begin?

6. What do we learn about the thief of the dragon’s treasure? What insight does this minor character provide into Anglo-Saxon life?

7. What is the back story of the dragon’s treasure? How is this passage foreshadowing? What does it say about the value of gold and gems?

8. What does the thief do with his stolen cup and what’s ironic about this passage?

9. In what way is the dragon’s fury a new experience for Beowulf?

10. What foreshadowing is there in chapter 33?

11. Whom does the “jackal lives” of line 2365 refer to?

12. What else do we learn about Beowulf from the recounting of the Geats’ war with the Frisians?

13. How does the feud with the dragon resemble and/or differ from the affliction the Danes suffer at the hands of Grendel?

14. Why is Beowulf’s heart heavy in chapter 34?

15. What is so terrible about Herbald’s death? And what is this death compared to?

16. Summarize the retrospective we get of Beowulf’s battle victories in chapter 35:
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