Science Fair 						Name:
								Date:
Task 1: Researching your Topic 		Period:________________________        

The first step in any investigation is to pick a Topic to study, and then to do background research to see what other people have already learned about it. You will collect information about your topic, which should lead you to a Testable Question.

Remember, everything you do at this point is a draft [meaning you can change it if you find more information or come up with a better question], but starting right now, do not erase anything you write, or throw any notes away! 

 (
Science Fair General Topic
(
write
 your idea
 and the reason this is interesting to you)
)








BACKGROUND RESEARCH
It’s time to collect some sources that have information about your topic.  Write down the reference information so you can come back to them later.

Remember: if you don’t write it down, it’s like it never happened!

You need to identify 3-4 sources of information (at least 3 for credit) and record what they can tell you about your topic. Only ONE of these sources may be web-based [exception: online scientific journals/magazines].  All other sources must be from a book, journal, or magazine. As you make notes keep them so you can find them for future reference.
 (
RESOURCE #1
MEDIA TYPE (Book, Magazine, Encyclopedia, etc) _________________________________
TITLE ____________________________________________ 
CALL#_____________
AUTHOR/EDITOR _________________________________ 
YEAR
:_
____________
How this relates to my topic....
)






 (
RESOURCE #2
MEDIA TYPE (Book, Magazine, Encyclopedia, etc) _________________________________
TITLE ____________________________________________ 
CALL#_____________
AUTHOR/EDITOR _________________________________ 
YEAR
:_
____________
How this relates to my topic....
)




 (
Science Fair 
Testable Question
(
remember
 the format we use for testable questions)
“
_______________________
Independent variable
_________________________ 
?”
                                                                                                 Dependant variable
) (
RESOURCE #4
MEDIA TYPE (B
ook, Magazine, Encyclopedia, OR WEBSITE
)_
______________________
TITLE ____________________________________________ 
URL / 
CALL#_
_________________________
____________
AUTHOR/EDITOR _________________________________ 
YEAR
:_
____________
How this relates to my topic....
) (
RESOURCE #3
MEDIA TYPE (Book, Magazine, Encyclopedia, etc) _________________________________
TITLE ____________________________________________ 
CALL#_____________
AUTHOR/EDITOR _________________________________ 
YEAR
:_
____________
How this relates to my topic....
)
