English 3-4 A: “The Grand Inquisitor” Essay Prompts

Choose one of the following prompts and write a 4-paragraph essay in class on it. Make sure to have a clear, strong, and wholly original argument about the text that you will set out to prove in your essay. Likewise, be sure to have clear, strong topic sentences for each body paragraph that mirror your thesis statement. Finally, have amble textual evidence to support your arguments. You may also draw from the Bible (up to two quotations) to support your argument.
1. Choose one of the main characters—Ivan, Alyosha, the G.I. or J.C.—and describe how they are characterized in this text. You may also choose to compare two of the main characters. Either way, formulate a clear, strong, interesting argument about the him/them that connects to the theme.

2. The roles of Ivan and Alyosha and/or the G.I. and J.C. can be seen as representing two philosophical positions or two sides of human nature. Describe these and, again, formulate a clear, strong, interesting argument that connects to the theme.

3. The G.I. makes an argument about Christ’s teaching to humanity and the Church’s role in society during the inquisition. Explain and decide whether you think his argument is justified in the text. In other words, is he persuasive? Are there loopholes in his arguments?
4. Similarly, the G.I. makes an argument about human nature and its capacity for freedom. What does he argue is the relationship between suffering and free will? Again, explain and decide whether you think his argument is justified in the text.
5. How is the church characterized in this text? What is its role in society? What argument do you think the author and/or storyteller (Ivan) was trying to make?
Note: This essay should be completely your own work.  No outside sources should be used in the writing of this essay, apart from the text of “The Grand Inquisitor” itself. This is a major assignment, meaning that the consequences are more serious if there is any question of academic honesty with the work that you submit. 
