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Battle of the Bell Assembly  
By Ruth Gonzalez

Without a doubt, one of the one of the most exciting parts 
about being in high school are the pep assemblies! 

The “Battle of The Bell” assembly on October 10, 2014,  
took place in our gym  The stage was at the center of the 
gymnasium floor, and the stands were beautifully embellished 
with crepe- 
p a p e r , 
b a l l o o n s , 
and butcher 
paper banners 
with quotes 
and sayings, 
and we were 
ready to 
begin the 
ultimate pep assembly  Over the years the rivalry between 
San Jacinto and Hemet High schools seems to grow more 
each year, the battle for the bell is a tradition and was taken 

by Hemet last year in 
dramatic fashion  ASB 
worked extremely hard to 
put our assembly together 
and hopefully ignite the 
spirits of our students to 
prep them for the game 
Friday night   

The assembly was 
attempting to start off 

with a video that unfortunately would not play; technology 
can be really stubborn sometimes   We then moved on to 
performances by the Dance Team and Bulldogs Finest, 
which were hyped up and had plenty of rhythms and beats   
Our school band accompanied the varsity cheer team 
as they performed the fight song and did exceptionally 
well! After that, Mallory Marcus announced a reminder 
about their game against West Valley, and that they would 

appreciate support for their home game  The Victory Bell 
was then brought out and in a ceremony to remember our 
past coaches and friends, and was rung by Tracy Dotinga, 
daughter of Daryl Von Driska, and by the brother of Vance 
Emter  

After the emotional ceremony, it was time for our 
football players to come out and Captain Jeff Martin 

spoke to the student body promising to try their best and 
leave their hearts out on the field, and rang the bell for what 
they had hoped would be another victory  We also had a 
tiger at our assembly, and we made sure that our football 
team put the kitten right where it belonged, in it’s cage! 
After playing various games and relay races, our assembly 
finally came to an end, and the Alma Mater was sung before 
everyone returned to class  This assembly really pumped 
up and prepared our students and staff for the game that 
night, and remember to always stay school spirited! Go 
Bulldogs!
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By Nicole Vorisek

 

They say if you never give up, you can’t fail  Friday 
night was the annual “Battle of the Bell”, with our 

Hemet Bulldogs against the San Jacinto Tigers   During 
5th period, a great pep assembly took place, the players 
and students were ready and hyped   In the evening with 
the Bell on our posession, our faithful Bulldogs sat in the 
sidelines showing off their spirit gear: parents, students, 
friends, and supporters for both teams  

With long 
drives for 

scores by each 
team at the start 
of the game, the 
Bulldogs shot 
themselves in the 
paw not once, but 
three times  The 
first with the 60-yard interception that led to a score by 
the Tigers  Another possession for the Dogs resulted as 
our runner’s forward progress was stopped but the Tigers 
kept on clawing at the ball until it bounced fortuitously 
out to be picked up by a Tiger who ran for another 33-yard 
score  Within about 40 seconds, the Bulldogs went from 
being tied to going down to a 27-7 score  It got worse- 
another interception and score by San Jacinto put us down 
again  

Do w n 
by 29 

points, Hemet was 
not going to give 
up  Because of last 
year’s amazing 
finish, no one was 
leaving until the final 
buzzer sounded  We 

knew anything could happen. The first half of the game 
belonged to the Tigers, the second half was earned by the 
Bulldogs  The running game and passing game came to life, 
finally wearing down to the Tigers, the Bulldogs began to 
score and score often  Hemet scored on four consecutive 
possessions, getting one turnover and one interception by 
Nick Emerson and after the defense held to a three-and-
out, their center sailed the ball over the punters head to put 
us in a short field and led to another score. The game was 
43-41 and with a two-point try, would’ve been tied, but 
we came up about a foot short of the goal line  

The atmosphere was very tense and e v e r y o n 
e was in the game  After the defense stopped 

The Best About Halloween 
& Autumn
By Harper Pham 

Halloween is near! It’s time for pumpkins to 
turn into jack ‘o lanterns, scarecrows to come 

out of the corn fields, and children to show off their creative 
costumes  This holiday is the best in my opinion because 
you get to have free candy, get scared to death, and watch 
scary movies  The best part of Halloween is that you 
don’t have to worry about love, presents under the tree, or 
having to decide on 
where the Easter 
eggs are going 
to be hiding…
blah   Halloween 
costumes are a big 
deal  People go out 
of their way to find 
unique, funny, or 
scary costumes   Don’t forget to wear your costume to 
school on Friday, October 31st and make sure you spend 
your night with a good scare and a big bag of candy in 
your hand  

With Halloween comes autumn, the prettiest 
season of the year in my opinion  Here 

in southern California, autumn starts off sunny with 
temperatures dropping from triple digits to sweater 
weather   The changing of the leaves and the cool breezes 
makes everyone happy, because after a long summer, the 
heat is starting to die down while the cold is coming up 

the Tigers one more time, Hemet got the ball back for 
what we hoped would be the final drive. Ecstatic, the fans 
and the Bulldogs were ready to make this happen, but on 
a second-and-7 play, a holding penalty was called, and 
for talking back to the ref, an unsportsmanlike penalty put 
us back to second-and-35. After not getting another first 
down and turning the ball over on downs, it was up to the 
defense to get one more stop. San Jacinto got their first 
down they needed and just ran out of the clock, leaving 
the final score 43-41. 

In a classy move, Bulldog players went to 
our bench, 

picked up the Victory 
Bell and delivered it 
to the Tigers for the 
win  They will hold the 
Victory Bell this year, 
but next year will be a 
whole new story  
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Do You Feel Like You’re Falling?
By Madison Loomis

In September fall begins, then suddenly it’s winter  
Slowly the weather begins to cool  It starts 

getting darker, sooner  We notice that the leaves begin to 
fall  The colors orange, red, yellow, brown come back into 
perspective for us, but the real changes we should look for, 
is how it affects us  For most people they’re happy to get 
away from the heat and start wearing sweatshirts, beanies, 
gloves, etc. Bonfires; bundled up with all your favorite 
people, family gatherings on the holidays, just the feeling 
of change is good for everyone 

As each day goes by 
the seniors are the 

ones getting closer and closer to 
graduation  How are they affected? 
Are they excited, stressed, neutral, 
etc  I asked a couple seniors their 
opinions on the year proceeding and 
how they feel  

“It’s crazy how fast this year is going by  The 
closer I get to graduation, the more nervous I feel, 

almost not ready, but I know when the time comes I will be 
ready  As far as the weather changes and how it’s affecting 
me, it’s just normal  The changes in weather don’t affect 
me much, but it does mean the year is proceeding forward, 
which makes me a bit anxious ” Sam Bourlett said  “I’m 
glad the year is going by fast  I’m excited for graduation 
and can’t wait to go off to college ” Aaron Lane replied  

Whether we like it or not, everyday past is one 
day closer  This is the falling point in the year 

where we change from old to new  We spring back up into 
the New Year and then it’s graduation time   Every grade 
moves up a class  We are a part of one big cycle and whether 
we like change or not, life goes on 

Fall Sports Update 
By Shayla Evans

This year, the fall sports teams have been off to a great 
start  League has barely started for football, they are 

0-2 as their first game was Battle 
of the Bell against San Jacinto and 
just took a loss against Tahquitz   
Jeff Martin has shown he is still the 
man, breaking the school record 
for yards rushed in a game at 418   
Congratulations Jeff!

Volleyball is currently 2-1, 
after last Friday’s game 

against Beaumont   The ladies 
also competed at the Gabrielino 
High School 2014 Girls Varsity 
Invitational Volleyball Tournament  
They played against Division 
4, Division 3 and even Division 
1 schools  Out of 32 teams, our 
Hemet High Varsity Volleyball 
Girl took 1st place!

Water Polo’s league started 
on October 21st at West 

Valley, be sure to get out there and 
support them every chance you 
can! They have been successful in 
tournaments and are currently 10-
7  

Cross Country boys and girls have been doing well   
Both teams are ranked second in the league behind 

Beaumont  They are currently 8-2  Taylor Cantu leads the 
girls while Jayden Emerson and Tanner Torez lead the boys 

Tennis has gone undefeated in their league, with a record 
of 9-0   Sweeps are regularly recorded for singles 

player Jennifer Cox and the doubles team of Kami Foutz 
and Keely Mikkelson  

And last but certainly not least, the golf team is also 
undefeated and has captured the league championship! 

Hemet High School Fall Senior Athletes

As the season is quickly finishing up for all of the fall 
sports, there is hope for the playoffs and many deep 

runs in CIF   

This Friday is the big West Valley football game at home   
Get out and support your Bulldogs!
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EBOLA VIRUS
By Madison Loomis

Did you hear about this life-taking virus that’s 
killing the population of West Africa? Ebola is 

one of the five most dangerous viruses in the world and is 
now present in the U.S!

A patient came back from Liberia to visit and stay 
with his family members in Dallas Texas and 

started showing symptoms. These include: Fever (greater 
101.5°F), Severe headache, Muscle pain, Weakness, 
Diarrhea, Vomiting, Abdominal (stomach) pain, Unexplained 
h e m o r r h a g e 
(bleeding or 
b r u i s i n g ) . 
T h e s e 
s y m p t o m s 
may appear 
anywhere from 
2 to 21 day 
after being 
infected with 
the virus. Unfortunately, Tomas Eric Duncan (42) has past 
away October 8, 2014. 

How could you get Ebola? Well first things first, 
we need to have recordings of it present in 

California, but here is how its spread. It can only be spread 
through direct contact with blood or body fluids. Once 
recovered form Ebola, you are not contagious anymore. 

Thankfully, an experimental vaccine is being tested in 
Britain and will hopefully be created in early December. 
Volunteers from 18 to 50 years old will be given a small 
dose followed by nine check up appointments in a six month 
period. They will go through physical exams, blood tests, 
and assessment of any symptoms. They will also have to 
keep journals to record information on an everyday bases.

Ebola is a scary virus that isn’t wished upon 
anyone! Stay healthy, stay safe and let’s find a 

cure for this virus!

 Leadership Say Whaaaaat?
By Ruth Gonzalez

Many people have heard of a leadership class, or 
group, or club? Well, a lot of students are slightly 

confused or unsure on what leadership is exactly about  But 
to answer the first question, Leadership is a class, and is 
taught by Mrs  Killebrew   

Leadership is the action of leading a group of people 
or an organization   I myself am taking this class, and 

would love to give you a bit of insight about this awesome 
class for those of you who are wondering  Our main goal 
in this class is to learn to be leaders on this campus and 
be examples to our fellow Bulldogs  The Leadership Class 
holds PLUS forums each month in the MPR, and we do this 
to bring different, random students together, to show them 

that we may have 
things in common 
with people we never 
imagined, and to 
simply bring them 
out of their comfort 
zone and allow 
them to mingle with 
different students, 
and also to have tons 
of fun! 

Mr s   
Killebrew 

also trains us in peer mediation, which is an extremely 
fundamental part of this course  Peer mediation is important 
because some students may not know how to report bullying 
and they could ask one of our leadership students how to  
Maybe some students may know how to report bullying but 
are just to afraid to speak out, but remember our leadership 
peers will always be here for you! Peer mediation is also 
important because we can influence our own peers on how 
to compromise and solve conflicts within each other. 

We asked Vanessa Garcia, a student in leadership, 
what she liked the most about leadership and she 

said, “ I love how united our class is, although we’ve only 
been a class for like 2 months, we all get along really well  
We really have a blast together and we also learn at the 
same time ” So there you have it Bulldogs, and remember 
to participate in Mix it Up day at lunch which is October 
28, 2014   Teaching Tolerance’s, the Mix-it-Up program 
is a national campaign that helps k-12 teachers develop 
inclusive school communities  Because students thrive 
socially and academically in schools that are inclusive  
Let’s be part of that percentage of inclusive schools, so sit 
with someone you’ve never talked to before at lunch that 
day and Mix-it-Up!
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By Shayla Evans

The season to scare is here! The Hemet High Theatre 
Department is bringing back Halloween grams that 

you can buy to scare your friends (and teachers) in class! 
Groups of zombies, ghosts, and dolls will roam the halls on 
October 30th, the day before Halloween. The whole idea of 
the grams was as a fundraiser for the thespians to help raise 
money for theatre productions. You 
can choose what class your friends 
will receive their candy, depending on 
their 3rd, 5, or 6th period, which are the 
classes the grams will be delivered. 

Last year was definitely a 
success. There were at least 3 

zombie groups, 1 witch group, and 1 
ghost group. 
The theatre 
used their resources well, and so 
the makeup and costumes were 
phenomenal. The theatre kids had a 
great time getting ready and an even 
better time going into classrooms 
and scaring the unbelieving. The 
ghost group was especially scary 
with their white contacts they’d put 
in, also accompanied by the Grim 

Reaper, who, later, had to take off his mask. So now masks 
aren’t allowed to be worn, or anything completely hiding 
the face. The witches played off their scenes with chasing 
a runaway girl who they wanted to catch and perform 
voodoo on, another element that was decided not to be 
performed this year. The zombie groups however, did just 
fine, and either acted very silly or they chased survivors 
into classrooms. So after only a few fix-ups, the grams were 
a blast for the theatre kids to deliver, and for students to 
receive. This year should be even more fun so make sure 
you buy one to startle, suprise, scare and maybe humiliate 
your friends!

The sale starts October 20th, and ends October 28th, 
for a price of $3. You can buy the grams at the tables 

the theatre has set up during both lunches. Don’t miss out 
on this fun and hilarious way to scare your friends and 
teachers!

This Week in Technology: 
Super Smash Brothers 4

By Nicole Vorisek

Released in early October for both America and 
Europe, the highly anticipated series, Super 

Smash Brothers has yet another game, Super Smash Brothers 
4, or also known as Super Smash Bros. for Nintendo 3DS 
and WiiU.

Published by Nintendo, this is the fourth and fifth 
installment in the series, featuring characters 

from various Nintendo franchises. The release for the WiiU 
version comes out late November for America, and early 
December for Europe. You can download the demo for the 
game in the eShop, or buy it from most stores.

New to the series is the ability to customize 
characters, and alteration of their move-sets, 

giving rather unique power-ups. Both 3DS and WiiU 
versions offer local and online multiplayer. 

The roster includes 49 fighters, including 15 new 
characters. Animal Crossing’s Villager, WiiFit 

Trainer, Little Mac from Punch Out!! Pac-man, Greninja 
from Pokemon X and Y, Palutena and Dark Pit from Kid 

Icarus: Uprising, Shulk from Xenoblade Chronicles, 
Rosalina and Bowser Jr., and Mega-Man. 

Some fighters from previous games in the series 
that would usually change to their alternative-

ego during matches, for example, Zelda and Shiek, are 
now playable as separate characters.  There have been 
complaints on the “clone characters” from many characters, 
but Masahiro Sakurai, director of the SSB games responds 
to criticism with “The clone characters in Super Smash 
Bros. 4 are like a free dessert after a luxury meal.” Recently 
said, the game is not yet done despite its release. 
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Congratulations and good luck 
to the Girl’s Golf and Tennis 

Teams in League Finals!
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Yearbook Still On Sale In ASB Office
By Yearbook Staff

The yearbook staff has been working diligently throughout 
the year to capture the history of the students here at Hemet 

High School  The staff will attend virtually every event the school 
has had to offer, from sporting events to dances to plays, and every-
thing in between  We want to ensure everything that has happened 
this year will be remembered  If you have not already purchased 
your copy of this years’ yearbook, you should get to the ASB Of-
fice and reserve your copy today before the prices go up further. 

Where Did Halloween Come From?
By Shayla Evans

The history behind the spooky holiday of Halloween 
is actually more interesting than you would think! It 

all began 2000 years with the Celts, living in modern day 
Ireland, the United Kingdom, and France, who celebrated 
a festival called Samhain on November 1st. They believed 
that on October 31st, the 
dead would return as ghosts, 
so they left food and wine at 
their doors to keep the spirits 
away. If they went outside, 
they wore masks to blend 
in like ghosts. Around the 
8th century, the Christian 
Church changed Samhain 
to “All Saints Day” and the 
night before was called “All 
Hallows Eve,” which was 
later shortened to “Halloween”. 

Another interesting aspect is the different activities 
that would take place during this season. One Celtic 

tradition was pumpkin carving. The Irish actually ended 
up bringing that over to the U.S. except they were using 
turnips and potatoes over there. They carved them and kept 
them around the house to ward off evil spirits. Once the 
immigrants came to America, they realized that pumpkins 
were perfect for carving Jack O’ Lanterns. Over in Medieval 
Britain, a tradition called “All Soul’s Day” was celebrated 
on November 2nd. “Souling” would take place, which is 
where the needy would beg for “soul cakes” and in return 
they would pray for the people’s dead relatives. “Guising” 
also occurred, which is when young people would dress up 
in costumes and would accept food and wine in exchange 
for singing, reciting poetry, and telling jokes! Imagine if the 
youth of today did THAT! 

Trick or treating finally comes into play when Irish 
and Scottish immigrants brought it over to America 

in the 19th Century. However, there were more tricks going 
on, like pranks, rather than the treats. It wasn’t until the 
1950’s when the holiday became the family friendly custom 
we’re used to today.  It’s now mostly centered on younger 
children going out to get candy around the neighborhood. 
Teenagers, and young adults find their fun at Halloween 
parties, though there are still some that dress up and trick or 
treat. I know at Hemet High a lot of us like to at least dress 
up. It’s a huge business in America though; U.S. consumers 
spend about $2.5 billion dollars on costumes annually! Add 
in the candy and the figure jumps to $6 billion! It is the 
second most commercial holiday after Christmas. 

Annabelle, The Killer Doll
By Harper Pham

Everyone likes to see a good scary movie, especially 
since Halloween is coming. This October a movie called 

Annabelle came out on the 3rd; it has earned $66,922,000 in total, 
worldwide. Of course many people would like to see it, I mean, 
who wouldn’t want to see an ugly looking doll haunting a soon-
to-be family, RIGHT?! For starters, who would even want to 
keep a scary old doll in their house? If it were me, I would have 
kicked that thing out the first time I lay my eyes on it. Dolls are 
not our friends. Scary movies these days never seem to change, it 
seems that most scary movies have gotten vary predicable. Abby 
Stoner is a junior and she said, “It was exactly how I predicted 
it to be. The movie just had some jumpy scenes to it and it was 
just creepy.” 

This film was based on the movie, The Conjuring.  For 
those who never saw the first movie, Annabelle plays in 

a couple of parts in The Conjuring. This movie is based off a 
true doll, not a true story because the doll is truly real. The only 
difference is that the 
Annabelle in the 
movie is a porclelain 
doll, whereas the real 
deal Annabelle is a 
ragged doll. Also, the 
story of Annabelle in 
the movie is different 
than the real story of 
Annabelle. In the movie, it’s a porcelain doll that gets possessed 
and haunts a young couple and their unborn child, but the real 
story of Annabelle is based on a ragged doll that was given to a 
young woman name Donna. After a while, scary activity started 
to happen in Donna’s apartment. Later, Donna found a priest to 
take the doll to, after the ragged doll attacked one of her friends. 
The priest then sent it to a museum where Annabelle gets locked 
in a glass box and is still there to this day. So, if you haven’t seen 
Annabelle, it is still playing in theaters, better go before it’s too 
late.


