Fences, by August Wilson

Respond to the question below:
1. When Cory returns after Troy’s death, he tells Rose, “I can’t drag Papa with me everywhere I go.  I’ve got to say no to him” (II.5.110).  What finally convinces Cory to attend Troy’s funeral?  What does his attending the funeral suggest about what Cory’s future might hold and what kind of home and family he will have?  Has he said “no” to his father?
Select one of the questions below (2, 3 or 4)
2. At the opening of act 1, scene 2, Rose is hanging up clothes in the early morning, humming and singing to herself.  Her song imploring Jesus to “be a fence all around me everyday” reflects one of the play’s important themes.  How do different characters, especially Troy and Cory, relate to and define fences?  Whom do fences keep out, and whom do they enclose?  Also consider how fences relate to baseball.  Explain how the title of the play relates to the meaning of the work as a whole.

3. Rose is a character who has provoked a great deal of controversy: some see her as a strong matriarch who holds her family together, while others argue that she enables Troy’s worst behaviors.  Discuss your view of Rose.  Consider both her assertion that she “ain’t never wanted no half nothing in [her] family” (II.I.173-74) and her decision to bring Raynell into the Maxon family.

4. The time frame of Fences spans several major historical moments for African Americans in the twentieth century:  Reconstruction, the Great Migration, the Great Depression, and the civil rights movement.  Discuss how the historical and social forces of these eras are reflected in either the play as a whole or in the character of Troy Maxon.
Respond to one of the writing prompts below (5 or 6):
5. Write a eulogy to be read at Troy Maxon’s funeral.  Include details from his life that would help mourners see that “he meant to do more good than harm” (II.5.134-35).  Consider carefully who the speaker of your eulogy is, and include a brief character description of him/her prior to the eulogy.  It could be one of the characters in the play, or someone else entirely.

6. Imagine that ten years have elapsed since Troy’s death, and Cory and Lyons return home to celebrate Rose’s birthday.  Write a dialogue in which they reminisce about their father Troy.  You may also include Rose, Raynell and/or Gabriel, and stage directions as needed.  Use dialogue format and punctuation.
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