English 1 Literary Terms
1. alliteration- repetition of initial consonant sounds
2. allusion- a reference to a historical or literary person, place, thing, or event with which the reader is assumed to be familiar

3. antagonist – character or force opposing protagonist – cause of the conflict

4. aside – remark spoken in an undertone to another character or to audience expressing the thoughts of the actor
5. autobiography- writer’s account of his own life
6. blank verse – unrhymed poem in iambic pentameter
7. characters –people involved in the story (major/minor)
8. climax – the high point or turning point in a story
9. comic relief –a humorous scene, incident, or speech that is included in a serious drama to break the tension and allow the audience to prepare emotionally for events to come
10. conflict –struggle between opposing forces that moves plot forward
11. couplet –pair of rhyming lines of poetry
12. denouement - falling action; resolution of conflict; “untying”

13. dialect –particular variety of language spoken in one place by a distinct group of people
14. dramatic monologue –lyric poem in which a speaker addresses a silent or absent listener in a moment of high intensity or deep emotion
15. exposition –background and events leading to main idea or purpose of work
16. figurative language- the use of metaphors, similes, personification, etc. to enhance meaning
17. foil –character who provides striking contrast to another character
18. foreshadowing –providing hints of events to come in a story
19. iambic pentameter- use of 5 stressed/5 unstressed syllables
20. imagery- describes words and phrases that re-create vivid sensory experiences for the reader
21. irony - contrast between what is expected and what actually exists or happens

22. legend- a story handed down from the past, often based on real people or events
23. memoir -a biography or an account of historical events, especially one written from personal knowledge
24. metaphor- comparing two unalike objects or effects
25. mood -the feeling or atmosphere, that a writer creates for the reader
26. myth- a traditional story that was once widely believed to be true, but not based on fact
27. narration –(narrator, personal narrator)-

28. onomatopoeia- word makes the sound of itself (“ring,” “bash”)
29. personification- giving human qualities to objects or ideas
30. plot –pattern of events including exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution
31. point of view- the narrative method used in a short story, novel, or nonfiction selection (1, 2, 3, limited and omniscient)
32. protagonist – character or force that solves the conflict in literature

33. repetition – repeated lines, symbols, structure, ideas in a story or poem
34. rhyme/rhyme scheme - when the sound of their accented vowels and all succeeding sounds are identical
35. rising action –action that causes difficulties for the main character, making the conflict more difficult to resolve
36. setting – time and place a story takes place

37. simile- using “like” or “as” to compare to unalike objects or ideas
38. soliloquy – actor alone on stage with the purpose of sharing the actor’s thoughts with the audience
39. speaker- the voice that “talks” to the reader
40. stanza- a group of lines that form a unit of poetry
41. symbol – the use of an object that brings about ideas or associations not literally part of the original object

42. theme – main idea or purpose of the work of literature
43. tragedy –a work in which the hero is destroyed by some character flaw 
44. tragic hero –dignified or noble character who has a flaw that becomes his downfall
Added for Honors

45. allegory –story in which a second meaning is to be read beneath the surface
46. assonance –repetition of two or more vowel sounds in a group of words or line of poetry
47. epic –narrative poem that tells adventures of a hero
48. oxymoron- brings together two contradictory terms

49. myth –a traditional story that was once widely believed to be true, but not based on fact

