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Tcsponse hoT4t Where l tm From

George EIIa LYon

I am from clothesPins'

from Clorox and carbon-tetrachloride'

I am from the dirt' und-er the back porch'

(Black, glistening

it tasted like beets')

I am from the fors5rthia bush'

the Dutch elm

whose long gone limbs I remember

as if theY were mY own'

I'm from fud$e and eyeglasses'

ffom Imo$ene aTrd Alafair'

I'm from the know-it-alls
and the Pass-it-ons'

from Perk uP and PiPe down'

I'm from He restoreth mY soul

with a cottonball lamb

and ten verses I can saY mYself'

I'm from Artemus and Billie's Branch'

fried corn and strong coffee'

From the fin$er my grandfather lost

to the auger

the eye my father shut to keep his sight'

Under mY bed was a dress box

spi11ing old Pictures,
a sift of lost faces

to drift beneath mY drearns'

I am from those moments-

snapPed before I budded-

leaf-fatl from the familY tree'
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