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SPANISH 2 HONORS
Welcome to Spanish 2 Honors!  I am looking forward to a great year of advanced Spanish language. Learning Spanish will provide you with a skill that will help you in many ways:  increasing your understanding and tolerance for other people and culture, differentiating you from other candidates for college and jobs, and increasing your ability to communicate in today’s multicultural society.  Learning Spanish will take time and dedication, but will be very fun too.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Spanish 2 Honors begins a sequence of courses that aim to develop all four language skill: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Spanish 2 Honors will be conducted primarily in Spanish. Spanish 2 Honors will prepare students for Spanish 3 & 4 honors and hopefully on to Spanish AP their senior year.
Oral participation is extremely important in this class! Daily preparation for class is a necessity.  Even though there will be times when there will be no written homework, it is necessary to review new vocabulary and terms on a daily basis.

Course will cover present, preterit, commands, imperfect tense, extensive vocabulary, and country and cultural exploration.

COURSE GOALS

The following describes the types of tasks that you should be able to accomplish upon completion of this course with a passing grade.

1.  Understand the main idea and some of the supporting details of spoken Spanish   

     intended for beginning college students regarding topics related to their daily life.

2.  Initiate and respond verbally to simple statements, ask and answer questions and participate in simple conversations about familiar topics with sufficient accuracy in pronunciation and grammar so as to be understood by persons accustomed to interacting with learners of Spanish.

3.  Read simple, edited written materials (e.g. articles, ads, forms, short stories, etc.) on topics related to everyday uses of the Spanish language and the Hispanic culture with an understanding of the main idea and some of the supporting details.

4.  Write short, coherent compositions on familiar topics with sufficient accuracy in grammar, spelling, punctuation, and vocabulary so as to be understood by persons accustomed to interacting with learners of Spanish.
REQUIRED MATERIALS

1. Knorre, Dorwick, Peres-Girones, Glass, and Villareal. Puntos de partida, 7th ed.

2. Arana and Arana. Workbook to accompany Puntos de partida, 7th ed. 

CLASS EXPECTATIONS
1. General Procedures:

a) Beginning of class: Students must be seated when the bell rings.  Journal entry (Diario) for the day must be completed first thing.  Journal entries will be spot checked and graded. No passes to leave the room will be given the first and last 10 minutes of the class period.

b) Absences:  if absence is excused, student will have number of days they were absent to make up assignment.  It is the student’s responsibility to ask for and complete work missed.  Exams missed due to excused absence can be made up within same number of days student was absent.

c) Tardies: Tardy procedures will be followed according to STUDENT HANDBOOK pg. 23
d) Attendance and participation:  Participation in class is essential and it is directly tied to attendance.  You are expected to be present on time and for the duration of the class.  Be aware that your grade for class participation means your regular active oral participation in Spanish (avoidance of English). 
e) Homework:  Homework is due on the dates indicated in the weekly agenda.  No late homework will be accepted.

f) Evaluation:  During the semester will have 5 chapter exams (one exam for each chapter) as well as several quizzes.  Please note that make-up exams will only be given with an excused absence and after making an appointment with the teacher.  The time allocated for chapter exams is 50 minutes.  No additional time is allocated to students arriving late for the test.
g) Cellular phones and other electronics:  As a courtesy to the class and the teacher, please turn of all personal electronics before entering class.

h) Academic integrity:  Refer to page 10 (Academic Honesty Policy) in STUDENT HANDBOOK.
i) Portfolio Tabs:  All students must come prepared to class with all materials needed.  Materials include their 3-ring binder, which should be divided into the following sections:

a. Journal Entries (Diarios)

b. Vocabulary

c. In class activities

d. Homework

e. Graded assignments

f. Miscellaneous: notes, handouts, research, etc. 

j) All papers handed in should have your name, period and class. 
GRADING POLICY
Students’ grades will be based on the following: 

1. Listening and oral participation:  10%

2. Homework:     10%

3. In class Activities 10%

4. Oral presentations 10%

5. Quizzes, tests, & Exams: 60% 

90-100%=A     80-89%=B   70-79%=C     60-69%=D
