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Showing v. Telling 

Directions: Carefully read the following excerpt below. Then, identify and circle at least four descriptions that “tell.” Finally, revise these sentences that tell into sentences that show using any of the strategies we have discussed in class. 

The first step out of my door into the open corridor of the apartment was very chilly. The air was extremely cold and loudly blew through the apartment complex. My tall father snatched the small umbrella from under my arm and opened it for me. He had to slouch in order for me to get fully under the umbrella because he was so much taller than I was. We walked past the dark parking lot on the left side of the apartments. The gate leading out to the parking lot always made an annoying noise. This time it didn’t. I stepped into a very big puddle, but my father pulled me out. Our old car was parked directly behind our apartment number. It read 108. My father looked for his keys in his pocket. He held up the umbrella over the car door to block the many raindrops from invading my head as I jumped into the backseat and buckled my seatbelt. I laughed as I watched my father run around the car with a tiny umbrella over his humongous head. When he climbed into the car he caught me laughing loudly and stared at me for a while. Then he realized what it was that I had been laughing at and joined in with me. 
