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Camille Desmoulins, journalist and former ally of Robespierre, in le Vieus Cordelir, December 26,1793

“You wans co semore allyou enemies by mesns of the guiloine? Has there ever been such great flly?
Conld yon make s single man perish on the scaffold without making ten enemiss for yourself from bis
iy e e pon e T e wome, ol el e g
these sexsgeler of the Revolution, whom you imprison, are really % Of yous enemis there
o e oy kT R o ng e e b bave et They have
‘perished st Lyon of in the Vendée; the remainder (consisting of some renters and shopksepers} do not
Toert yous wiath.”





French Revolution PSP2

Read & annotate the 14 documents below (take 10 min).  Use the prompt in this sample DBQ. Don’t write an essay but rather for each of the fourteen documents, write out statements where you explain the connection between the document and the advantages or disadvantages of Terror as an instrument in the French Revolution (analysis).  In addition, develop 4 POV statements. Write your analysis and POV statements on a separate piece of paper and label them clearly. 
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The French Revolution and The Terror

Dissctions: The follorwing question is bazed on the accompanying Document Groups A°G. Read and snslyze
the documents snd answer the question.

This question s designed to cest your abiliy to workfwith historical documents. You may refe to historical
facts and davelopments not mentioned in the documents and sszess the relisbility of the documents sz historical
Sovces where rlevant to yous anwer. I constructing your snswer DO NOT sismply susmmarize of repeat the
Contents of the documents

The Question: Discuss the advantages and the disadvantages of the Terror as an instrument of
the French Revolution.

[Eistorical setcing: In the sumumer of 1763, the radical Jacobins purged theis moderate sivals from the
Nationsl Convention snd took over the government of revolutionary France. The country was in dissrrsy.
To the norch and the ssst the Prussian and Austrian troops were pushing back the armies of France and
“hrestening to invade the infant republic. The British navy threstened the cossts of France. In wescern,
France s war of secession was underway backed by various socisl groups including the pessantry. In Lyon,
‘snother secessionist movement opposed the suthority of the radical government in Pari, and thers was
sgitation in several cities in the south and southwese. The country was also in sconomic crisis. In August
and Seprember, the Commites of Public Ssfety, which governed the Republic, institutad a series of
swaeping reforms to deal with the emergency situstion. A Revolutionsry Tribunl (coure) was enlarged, snd
@ Low of suspacts was passed that legalized local revolutionsry committees. Troops were sen to deal with
the secessionist axeas. When the Terror endsd on July, 1794, 14,000 peopls out of s total population of 25
million had been guillotined, shor, or drownsd}
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Deaths Resulting from The Terror (By Social Groups)

Tpper | Lower
Aren Nobies | Middie | Miadie | Ciergy | Vo | Pescance Touat

Clac: | Claus
: R = | = | = = S| e
e o | awm | cm | ow | owm | G | e | ceow
. R R I B R T
Froce (cxcbuveofPas) | Gy | G | com | e | G | sw | o | coom




[image: image16.png]A Suspect Appearing.




[image: image5.png]Document 3

Geographical Incidence of the Principal Indictments
Leading to Executions During the Terror

Clagy o
ot e
oy B [P
Inteligence ouser e | Concesiment
Bl el sevotusionsy | serctosonary | of Rebecrony
eaemy | Sute | Conspiracy | Opimions | sovermment | . Gy | Comuption | Total
Fam w | e 88 B s o0
Froner = N . .
v | E s = 7 s 3
Toubled N = . B
Do [ - E © 0 o s
Alloffrmce | 357 o6 | 7o o ) = e




[image: image6.png]Document 4

“Charle: Jame: Fox, reformist membar of Parliament and sympathizer with the Franch Revobution, in &
speech to Parliament, November 7, 1793

“What a picy that a people {rhe French] capable of such Incredible enery, should he guilty or
sather be governed by thoss who sre guilty of such unhesrd of crimes snd crulties”
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‘A Terver from General Ronsin, 2 leader of the Revolutionary Avmy that subdusd Lyon December 17, 1793
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Camille Desmoulins, journalist and former ally of Robespierre, in le Vieus Cordelir, December 26,1793

“You wans co semore allyou enemies by mesns of the guiloine? Has there ever been such great flly?
Conld yon make s single man perish on the scaffold without making ten enemiss for yourself from bis
iy e e pon e T e wome, ol el e g
these sexsgeler of the Revolution, whom you imprison, are really % Of yous enemis there
o e oy kT R o ng e e b bave et They have
‘perished st Lyon of in the Vendée; the remainder (consisting of some renters and shopksepers} do not
Toert yous wiath.”
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Veximilien de Robsspieres, in s spasch to the Narionsl Convention, Dacember 25, 1793

“Revolution i the war waged by liberty sginst its enemiss;  conseirution i that which crowns the
edifice of frasdom once viceory has been won snd the nation st peace. The revalusionazy.
Fovarmment has o summon eTsoRdinAry actiity £ i€ 5id Preciiely baceuse i s at war. It i
Subjected to less binding and less uniform segularions..beceuse it 5 compelled o dsploy, switly and
incessancly, new resousces to mest new and pressing dangers. Under 8 consriutionl government icle
T e e e e, it e e ey
government s obliged to defend the stae isel againe the factions that aeal it from every quaree.
F0 good ciisens sevolutionary government owes the full protecrion of the sare; to the enamies of he
people it owes only desth.. It muss adop the genersl principles of ordinary government whenever

These can ba rigorously applisd withour endangering publc Libersy. I force to epress st be
prtetabios e i M i A S e
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Willim Pice, Bricish Prime Minister, in 2 speech to Parhament, January 21, 1794

“But it has been urged, chat the French have distinguished themsalves in the field; nor will i be denisd
b, independenly ofanyocher circumstance the it of s pople calledforch by the impule which

3045 5 sctongly in such s Smuation, may have che ffect fo brave in the moment of scion
But theis effores are mezely the reslt of s syscem o restrint and oppression, he most terrble and
gigantic, that has, perhaps, eves xisted. They are compalled into the Reld by the rrror of the
B T b s Tt ek S e pana oo sfoeds:
Snd,in hese citcumstances, what can be the dependance on the seadiness of theis operations, of what
Secional prospect can thers be of the parmanente of ther serions’
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Reports to the government on public opimion, Jamusry 38, 794

“The majority of the citizens sgreed in unanimously [sic} ssying that the tribunls act well that they
scquit the innocent and punish the guilty, lthough murmus sxs hesrd smong the public ot their
fements."
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Reports to the government on public opimion, Februsry 33, 794

“Bitcer complsints slready expressed mumberless times, were repestad todsy of the arrast and
imprisonment of cirizens who are good parriots snd are vietims of smbition, cupidity, jeslousy, and, in
shore, every human passion "
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Tonis Antoine ds SsincJust, in 8 spasch to che National Convention, Febrassy 36, 1794

“Citizens, how could anyone defude himself thet you see inbman?. Since the month of May st our
hiscory is  esson about he terrible extremities to-which indulgence leads. In that period..Cusrine
had sbendoned Mains, che Palstinsce,and she banks of the Rhins; Calvados was n yevols he Vendée
wss victorious, Lyon, Bordesux, Marseille, and Toulon were in srms against the French paople; our
Srmnies wers béing beaten in the Prrenees and around Mont Blane, you were being berrsyed
e e L R A L T i e
ecassary to save the siste.”
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Reports co the goverment on public opimion, March 2, 794

“On sesing pessants on the scaffold, people ssid, What, have these wretches allowed themselves to be.
corruptad If they were noblas or rich people it would not be strengs, their being counter
cevolutionists, but in that clacs we should sxpect allto be patriots. ‘The law iz just.’ people remarked, it
Serikes rch and poor indiscriminaely.’ The verdicts of the Revolutionary Tribunsl are shways
applanded”
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Rapores to the goverment on public opimion, March 30, 1795

“The revolurionszy compmitsses sze every day faling into discredit. You daily hass that chey consistof a
e e et e and Sppves eirens 1o S e e oo
i Paris which i not dissatsfed with itssevolutionary committes or doss not serously desire o have
hem sbolished”





