English 10




Name:

______________________

Period:

______________________

Date:

______________________

Two Kinds: Vocabulary List

prodigy
child of highly unusual talent or genius

lamented

said with regret or sorrow

listlessly

without energy or interest

mesmerizing
spellbinding; fascinating

discordant
clashing; not in harmony

dawdled

wasted time; lingered

stricken

heartbroken; affected by or suffering from something painful or distressing

fiasco


total failure

nonchalantly

without interest or concern; indifferently

betrayal

failure to fulfill another’s hopes

Directions:  Write a sentence using each vocabulary word.

1. prodigy (noun)
“Of course you can be prodigy, too,” my mother told me when I was nine.  “You can be best anything.”

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. lamented (verb)
“You look like Negro Chinese,” she lamented, as if I had done this on purpose.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. listlessly (adverb)
So now, on nights when my mother presented her tests, I performed listlessly, my head propped on one arm.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. mesmerizing (adjective)
She seemed entranced by the music, a little frenzied piano piece with this mesmerizing quality, sort of quick passages and then teasing, lilting ones before it returned to the quick, playful parts.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. discordant (adjective)
But I was so determined not to try, not to be anybody different, that I learned to play only the most earsplitting preludes, the most discordant hymns.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. dawdled (verb)
But I dawdled over it, playing a few bars and then cheating, looking up to see what notes followed.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. stricken (adjective)
But then I saw my mother’s face, her stricken face.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  fiasco (noun)
I assumed my talent-show fiasco meant I never had to play the piano again.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.  
nonchalantly (adverb)
“I’m not going to play anymore,” I said nonchalantly.  “Why should I?  I’m not a genius.”

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.  betrayal (noun)
All that remained unchecked, like a betrayal that was now unspeakable.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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