Ch. 18-20

1. How does Edna spend most of her time in this section of the book?

2. What is Leonce’s reaction?

3. How does Edna feel about her painting?

4. If Edna recognizes that she is not an artist, then why does she paint?

5. What is the significance of the song Edna sings while she paints?

6. How sympathetic toward Edna does Chopin seem?

7. How is Victor a kind of exaggeration of Robert?

8. What does Edna learn about Robert while she is there?  Why does this depress her?

9. What has changed in Edna that Victor would notice and comment on?
CH. 21-23

1. What is significant about Mademoiselle Reisz’s  apartment?

2. What is significant about the view of the river and ships from her window?

3. How does Mademoiselle Reisz react when Edna talks about her painting?

4. What is the content of the letter Robert has written to Mademoiselle Reisz?

5. What is Edna’s reaction?

6. How is this letter different from the other letters Edna read in previous chapters?

7. What is the attitude of Mademoiselle Reisz at this time?

8. What does she represent in Chopin’s societal microcosm?

9. What does Leonce’s conversation with Dr. Mandelet reveal about himself?

10. What is Dr. Mandalet’s reaction?

11. What does the doctor suspect, but never say to Leonce?

12. How does Edna receive her father’s visit?

13. How is her father’s dress and appearance characteristic of him as a person?

14. How does Adele treat Edna’s father?  What is Edna’s reaction?

15. What is the difference between Adele’s flirting with Edna’s father and Edna’s flirtation with Robert?

16. What observations does Dr. Mandalet make when he comes to the Pontellier home to meet Edna’s father and observe her?

17. What is significant about the story Dr. Mandalet tells after dinner?

18. What is the doctor’s reaction to the evening and to Edna’s story?  How is this an example of foreshadowing?

