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What is it? 

Each public school child who receives special education and related services must have an 
Individualized Education Program (IEP). Each IEP must be designed for one student and must be 
a truly individualized document. The IEP creates an opportunity for teachers, parents, school 
administrators, related services personnel, and students (when appropriate) to work together to 
improve educational results for children with disabilities. The IEP is the cornerstone of a quality 
education for each child with a disability. 

What is included in IEP? 

 Current performance. The IEP must state how the child is currently doing in school 
(known as present levels of academic achievement and functional performance). 

 Annual goals. These are goals that the child can reasonably accomplish in a year. Goals 
may be academic, functional, address social or behavioral needs, relate to physical needs, 
or address other educational needs. 

 Special education and related services. The IEP must list the special education and 
related services to be provided to the child or on behalf of the child. This includes 
supplementary aids and services based on peer-reviewed research to the extent 
practicable that the child needs.  

 Participation with nondisabled children. The IEP must explain the extent (if any) to 
which the child will not participate with nondisabled children in the regular class and 
other school activities. 

 Participation in state and district-wide tests. Most states and districts give achievement 
tests to children in certain grades or age groups. The IEP must state what modifications in 
the administration of these tests the child will need. If a test is not appropriate for the 
child, the IEP must state why the test is not appropriate and how the child will be tested 
instead. 

 Dates and places. The IEP must state when services will begin, how often they will be 
provided, where they will be provided, and how long they will last. 

 Transition services: Beginning no later than when the child is 14 (or younger, if 
appropriate), and updated annually, the IEP must include transition services, including 



the student's course of study; appropriate measurable post-secondary goals based on age-
appropriate transition assessments related to training, education, employment, and 
independent living, as appropriate; and a statement of needed transition services 
including, if appropriate, a statement of a public agency's and a participating agency's 
responsibilities or linkages, or both, before the student leaves the secondary school 
setting. 

 Measuring progress. The IEP must state how the child's progress will be measured and 
how parents will be informed of that progress. 

Who Are the IEP team members? 

Participants in the development of the IEP 
may include the IEP team members or be 
composed of persons designated by the IEP 
team; however, the persons required to 
participate in the development of the IEP are 
as follows: 

 The child's parents, guardian, or 
parent surrogate. The parents of each 
student with a disability must be 
notified and afforded the opportunity 
to participate in any IEP team 
meeting conducted for their child; 

 Not less than one of the child’s 
general education teachers, if the 
child is or may be participating in the 
general education environment. If 
the child does not have a general 
education teacher or is younger than 
school age, an individual qualified to 
teach a child of that age; 

 Not less than one of the child’s 
special education teacher, or if 
appropriate, a service provider of the 
child; 

 A representative of SCPS who is 
qualified to provide, or supervise the 
provision of specially designed 
instruction to meet the needs of 
students with disabilities and who 
knows the general curriculum and 
SCPS available; 

 An individual who can interpret the 
instructional implications of  
evaluations. 

 
 
 This person can be one of SCPS 
team members listed above; 

 If parents or SCPS choose, other 
individuals who have knowledge or 
special expertise regarding the child;  

 To the extent appropriate, with the 
consent of the parents, SCPS must 
invite a representative of any 
participating public agency that may 
be responsible for providing or 
paying for transition services; and 

 If appropriate, the child. The child 
shall be invited to, and is expected to 
attend and participate in the IEP 
team meeting if the purpose of the 
meeting is to consider postsecondary 
goals for the child and the transition 
services needed to assist the child in 
reaching those goals. 
 

 



What Are Related Services? 

A child may require any of the following related services in order to benefit from special 
education. Related services, as listed under IDEA, include (but are not limited to): 

 Audiology services  

 Counseling services  

 Early identification and assessment of disabilities in children  

 Medical services for diagnostic or evaluation purposes  

 Occupational therapy  

 Orientation and mobility services  

 Parent counseling and training  

 Physical therapy                                                                               

 Psychological services  

 Recreation  

 Rehabilitation counseling services  

 School health services  

 Social work services in schools  

 Speech-language pathology services  

 Transportation  

If a child needs a particular related service in order to benefit from special education, the related 

service professional should be involved in developing the IEP. He or she may be invited by the 

school or parent to join the IEP team as a person "with knowledge or special expertise about the 

child."  

What Are Transition Services?

Transition services are a coordinated set of activities that will promote movement from school to 
post-school activities, including post-secondary education, career and technology education, 
integrated employment, adult services, independent living, or community participation. This set 
of activities is based on a child’s needs taking into consideration the child’s preferences and 
interests and includes the course of study, related services, and community activities. 
 

 Beginning when a child is 14, or younger, if appropriate, and updated annually, the IEP 
must include a statement of the child’s transition service needs that focuses on the child’s 
course of study. 



 Beginning not later than the first IEP to be in effect when the child turns 16, or younger if 
determined appropriate by the IEP team , and updated annually, thereafter, the IEP must 
include – 

o Appropriate measurable postsecondary goals based upon age appropriate 
transition assessments related to training, education, employment, and, where 
appropriate, independent living skills; and 

o The transition services (including courses of study) needed to assist the child in 
reaching those goals. 

 

 

 

                           

 


