Tess of the D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy
notes and significant passages chapters 25-34 (passages that are so ironic they are painful!)


What does Hardy believe?

1. Hardy mocks the Reverend Cuthbert and the Reverend Felix on page 127. What is he arguing about these two young men?

2. Hardy implicitly criticizes Mr. and Mrs. Clare: “[Angel] felt that his parents were right in their practice if wrong in their want of sentiment, and said no more” (Dover, 129).

To what does this passage refer?

Does Hardy believe that Tess should be punished by society?



1. “But no—they were not perfect. And it was the touch of the imperfect upon the would-be perfect that gave the sweetness, because it was that which gave the humanity" (Dover, 119/Signet, 150).

What is Hardy arguing in this passage about what it means to be human?

Angel Clare and Alec D’Urberville 

What are the differences??
2. “Despite his heterodoxy, faults, and weaknesses, Clare was a man with a conscience.  Tess was no insignificant creature to toy with and dismiss; but a woman living her precious life—a life which, to herself who endured or enjoyed it, possessed as great a dimension as the life of the mightiest to himself” (Dover, 123).




How can the reader describe the quality of Angel Clare’s love for Tess?

3. "How very lovable her face was to him. Yet there was nothing ethereal about it; all was real vitality, real warmth, real incarnation. And it was in her mouth that this culminated. Eyes almost as deep and speaking he had seen before, and cheeks perhaps as fair; brows as arched, a chin and throat almost as shapely; her mouth he had seen nothing to equal on the face of the earth. To a young man with the least fire in him that little upward lift in the middle of her red top lip was distracting, infatuating, maddening” (Dover, 119/Signet, 150). 

4. “But it was not easy to carry out the resolution never to approach her.  He was driven towards her by every heave of his pulse” (Dover, 124).



5. “Angel, who was filling the vats with his handful, suddenly ceased, and laid his hands flat upon hers.  Her sleeves were rolled far above the elbow, and bending lower he kissed the inside vein of her soft

arm” (Dover, 141). 

How can the reader describe the quality of Tess’ love for Angel Clare?

6. “There was hardly a touch of earth in her love for Clare.  To her sublime trustfulness he was all that goodness could be—knew all that a guide, philosopher, and friend should know.  She thought every line in the contour of his person the perfection of masculine beauty, his soul the soul of a saint, his intellect that of a seer.  The wisdom of her love for him, as love, sustained her dignity; she seemed to be wearing a crown.  The compassion of his love for her, as she saw it, made her lift up her heart to him in devotion.  He would sometimes catch her large, worshipful eyes, that had no bottom to them looking at him from their depths, as if she saw something immortal before her” (Dover, 154).

7. “However, when she found herself alone in her room for a few minutes—the last day this on which she was ever to enter it—she knelt down and prayed.  She tried to pray to God, but it was her husband who really had her supplication.  Her idolatry of this man was such that she herself almost feared it to be ill-omened” (Dover, 172).
8. "Her one desire, so long resisted, to make herself his, to call him her lord, her own—then, if necessary, to die—had at last lifted her up from her plodding reflective pathway" (Dover,  170).

Reflection:


“He then told her of that time of his life to which allusion has been made when, tossed about by doubts and difficulties in London, like a cork on the waves, he plunged into eight-and-forty hours' dissipation with a stranger. ‘Happily I awoke almost immediately to a sense of my folly,’ he continued.  ‘I would have no more to say to her, and I came home.  I have never repeated the offence.  But I felt I should like to treat you with perfect frankness and honour, and I could not do so without telling this.  Do you forgive me?’” (Dover, 181).
Hardy believes that morality is an artificial construct of society and not a Natural law.





Hardy believes that Nature and the natural world do not consider virginity—much less value virginity as a noble state.





Hardy believes that religion is a construct of society that is often at odds with humanity.





Hardy condemns the thoughtless new rich whose self-satisfied sense of entitlement allows them to perceive the worlds in terms of objects which can be possessed.





Hardy believes that innocence is embodied through the spirit—not the flesh.
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